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The Job Responsibility and Role of Curator in the Context of Western Museums
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Abstract: In Chinese museums, the English term “curator” is usually translated into “% & A (ce zhan
ren)”, a Chinese word that literally means “exhibition planner” who mainly plans, develops and implements
exhibitions. Such a translation links a curator’s work to exhibitions. In western museums, however, the
term “curator” refers to museum professionals whose work mainly focuses on collections, exhibitions
and management. Curators are involved in exhibition work by virtue of their great expertise. Some very
experienced curators assume certain management responsibilities, but that does not guarantee their authority
in the exhibition work. Nowadays, the term “curator” are used in other fields besides museums and art
galleries. Its meaning has gradually expanded as the world changes, and even new professions titled “curator”

have emerged.
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