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Table 1 The two-way interactive of the global network of the Great Wall platform of China
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Table 2 China Great Wall Platform Transnational TV Channels and Their Content Classification
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Fig.1 The global media network construction mechanism of Chinese TV via the Great Wall platform
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Geographical Spatial Analysis of the Global Network Construction Via
National Media Platforms: A Case of the Great Wall Platform

Li Yan', Sun Yang', Yao Shimou’

(1. Xi’an University of Architecture and Technology, Xi’an 710008, Shaanxi, China; 2. Nanjing Institute of Geography
and Limnology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: This study takes the Great Wall platform as an example to explore the pattern, process and mechan-
ism of the global network construction of Chinese media. Viewing cities as the spatial locations of network
construction and international television media as linkages, this article takes 49 cities as the research object,
i.e., 19 Chinese cities including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan and 30 GaWC world cities, integrating the
analytical methods of linkage strength, city media influence index, and heterogeneity of media propagation dir-
ection, in order to achieve geographical spatial visualization of the two-way media construction process, in-
cluding the outward process of Chinese international TV programs export to the world and the inward process
of the import of TV programs from the world cities to the Chinese regions of Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan.
Based on the two-way interactive process of TV media, this work further explores the mechanism of the global
network construction of the Great Wall platform. The results show that: 1) The media source of the Great Wall
platform in China presents an overall geospatial pattern of one core (Beijing), three regions (Yangtze Delta,
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao and Chengdu-Chongqing) and multiple nodes (Taiyuan, Changsha, Nanning
and Taipei); 2) The outward network of the Great Wall platform reflects the media network linkage between
major Chinese cities and GaWC world cities, with a stepwise diffusion network formed by Beijing and Hong
Kong with the GaWC Alpha-level world cities of New York, Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok as well as with the
GaWC Beta-level world cities of Hanoi, Nairobi, etc.; 3) Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan as the main import-
ant nodes of the foreign media inward network mainly form spatial linkages with North America, Southeast
Asia and Western Europe, with predominant linkages from global multinational media groups in the USA as
well as creative media of Singapore, UK, France and Germany. Actors involved in the global network construc-
tion by the Great Wall platform include not only state actors such as the National Radio and Television Admin-
istration and China Television International Media, Ltd., but also non-state actors such as overseas private tele-
vision stations and Chinese entrepreneurs. As to the function of the main actors, the National Radio and Televi-
sion Administration is responsible for formulating policies on the accessibility, quantity and content regula-
tions, approving and supervising the Great Wall platform, while China Television International Media, Ltd. is
responsible for operating the Great Wall platform. Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan directly receive overseas
satellite TV channels. The main contribution of this work lies in exploring the global-national-local multi-scaler
media spatial interactions based on the Great Wall platform as a national media outreach platform, emphasiz-
ing the reshaping of global media networks by the Great Wall platform, investigating the positive role of
Chinese media going-out in shaping the country’s image, and thus providing references for related academic re-

search and policy formulation.
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