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STUDIES ON ANTHRIBUS NIVEOVARIEGATUS ROELOFS
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This paper gives brief accounts on the biclogy and econtrol measures of Anthribus
niveovariegatus Roelofs, a predator of the white wax scale, Ericerus pela Chavannes.

The beetle has one generation a year and passes the summer, autumn and
winter seasons in adult stage. The overwintered adult appears and visits the white
wax scales in the middle or at the end of March. After feeding and mating the
female breaks a hole in the scale with its mandibles, thrusts its ovipositor into the
hole and deposits one or sometimes two to seven eggs into the egg chamber of the
scale. Three larval instars were observed, which took about twenty days to com-
plete the development. The larvae feed on the eggs of the scale and each of them
consumes about 1600 eggs during its development. The mature larva makes a cocoon
with silk and transforms into pupa which lasts for ten days. The newly-emerged
adult usually stays in the scale for three to six days and eats up the debris in the
scale body ineluding its own cocoon. After feeding the beetle sneaks into lethargy
until the next March.

The following measures may be taken to control this beetle:

1. Spraying with insecticides: 35% DDT emulsion diluted with water to 1:300;
80% DDV emulsion diluted with water to 1:2000; 7.5% Derris emulsion diluted
with water to 1:1500.

2. Strike the trees with a stick to let the beetles falling down on the ground
and destroy them on the spot.

3. When the scale larvae crawls out from the ‘‘envelope’ (or ‘‘brooder’’ made
of tree leaf) the beetles still remain inside. The ‘‘envelope’’ is picked up and
destroyed. Bamboo tubes with two or three sutures made with a saw may be used
as ‘“envelopes’’. The scale larvae may erawl out through the sutures after hatching
while the beetles cannot because of their larger body size.





