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Public opinion on Han Chunyu and his Ng-Ago resear ch
paper: An omnimedia per spective
GAO HongBin & WANG DaPeng

China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081, China

On May 2, 2016, Han Chunyu and his collaborators published the research paper DNA-guided genome editing using the
Natronobacterium gregoryi Argonaute in Nature Biotechnology, which introduced a new gene editing technique. Shortly,
he received massive media coverage, ranging from Wechat official account to print media and to online portals and
CCTV, featuring his background, his breakthrough innovation, and enlightenments for Chinese science researchers.
However, after afew months' trying and failure of replicating Han Chunyu’ s experiments, some overseas scholars began
to doubt the research results through different channels. An upsurge in media coverage developed again, mainly on
whether his research result was trustworthy. Public opinion on this issue waxed and waned. From May 2 to August 16,
relevant discussion on this issue reached 21592 items, among which 1051 were BBS discussion, 962 were blogs, 5086
were news reports, 1247 were original microblogs(retweet 9365), 282 were print media reports, 2497 were Wechat, 1075
were APP news, 26 were Q & A, and 1 was video. The content analysis also portrayed that the event experienced three
different periods over time, overrated period, doubt period and reply to the question period. Based on omnimedia
perspective, this article analyzes the public opinion on Han Chunyu and his research paper. Microblog users attitudes
toward this issue were also divided, 46.71% held that people should be rational toward doubt based on scientific rigour,
29.19% took the same standpoint with Han Chunyu, and 24.09% thought Han Chunyu falsified his research data.

Han Chunyu, genome editing, public opinion, omnimedia per spective
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