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Literature research of plants in the “Nanshan Section”
of Classic of the Mountains and Rivers

LU Jing', ZHAO JianCheng', YANG YanQiu*, FENG GuangPing’ & TIAN Kai*

! College of Life Sciences, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China;
% Pingquan County Forestry Bureau, Pingquan 067500, China;

* Beijing Museum of Natural History, Beijing 100050, China;

4 Henan Museum, Zhengzhou 450002, China

The region described in the “Nanshan Section” of Classic of the Mountains and Rivers is thought to be a subtropical forest in current
Eastern China. In this study, the plants of the Nanshan Section are described through literature research and plant exegesis. The plants
were identified using features of the leaf, flower and fruit described in the original record in Classic of the Mountains and Rivers and
other records from herbal medicine, and classic botanic and agricultural texts. In total 11 species were identified including Nan
(Pheobe zhennan), Gui (Cinnamomum cassia), Bai Gao (Morus sp.), MiGu (Broussonetia papyrifera), Y an tree (Diospyros lotus), Jing
(Vitex negundo), Qi (Lycium chinens), Zi (Catalpa ovata), Yu (Oryza sativa), Jian (Themeda villosa), and Zhu Yu (Allium senescens).
Subtropical species dominate the flora of the Nanshan Section. The coexistence of Pheobe zhennan and Cinnamomum cassia indicates
that the landscape described in the Nanshan Section is most likely a southern subtropical region in Southern China.

literature research, plant exegesis, Nanshan Section, subtropical region, Southern China

doi: 10.1360/tb-2013-suppl022
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