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Historical Study on the Construction of the Multipurpose
Oceanographic Research Vessel KEXUE

Cao Li, Wang Dazhou"’

(School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: The multipurpose oceanographic research vessel KEXUE is the first oceanographic research ves-
sel of China with advanced international level, and is one of the major national science and technology infrastruc-
tures to undertake multi-disciplinary deep ocean research. Based on archives, several biographies, interviews, and
news reports, this paper presents the complete historical development of the project. It reviews the background of
the project and its approval process, discusses the design demonstration of the main structure and the formation
process of the project design plan, and demonstrates the construction process from equipment procurement, pro-
gram change to commissioning test and acceptance. It discusses the operation status of the project from the per-
spective of the operation management framework, operation mode, and scientific research. Finally, the authors at-
tempt to draw some experiences from this project in four aspects: the construction design, organization and
management,international cooperation, and industry-university-research cooperation.

Key Words: large scale research facility; MORV; the Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences; history of engineering



