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Review of the Objectification of TCM Tongue Shape Based on Computer Image Technology

Lu Junhong, Xu Yifeng, Wang Yigin, Hao Yiming
(Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Shanghai Key Laboratory of Health
Identification and Assessment/Laboratory of Traditional Chinese Medicine
Four Diagnostic Information, Shanghai 201203, China)

Abstract: Tongue diagnosis is an important part of clinical observation. However, the clinical judgment of tongue shape
often depends on the doctor’s own experience and has strong subjectivity. With the development of science and
technology, people try to combine the traditional tongue looking with computer image technology to obtain more objective
tongue shape parameters through extraction and quantification. This combination process is of great value to the
development of tongue shape. At present, the research on the objectification of tongue diagnosis has achieved phased
results, but there are some limitations in clinical promotion. This paper reviews the research status of the objectification
of tongue shape of traditional Chinese medicine at home and abroad in recent 20 years, summarizes the shortcomings of
the current research, and puts forward feasible suggestions on the direction and strategy of the follow—up research on the
objectification of tongue shape of traditional Chinese medicine.

Keywords: Tongue diagnosis, Tongue, Computer image, Objective, Review
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