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Tabl I A comparison of the three appaches in contenporary economic geography
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Three Approaches in Contemporary E conan ic G eographies

M AO ChangHong

(R esearch center of Yellow R wer Civiliza tion and Susta nable D evelopm ent and C ollege of
Emvionment and Planning H enan Unwersit, Kajeng, 475001)

Abstract Econam ic geography has close relationsh p w ith econam ics and there are three fron tier approaches in
contem porary econam ic geographywhich are founded on three approaches of econan ics neoclassical nstitution-
al and evolutionary econan ics Based on neoclassical econan ics  new econam ic geography’ or ¢ geograph cal
econam ics’ is bringing the ‘ geographical um’ back nto econam ics and has attractngmany scholars’ attention,

both inmodern m anstrean econam ics and n geograph cal sciences M eanwhile with the perspectives of institu-

“ nstitonal wum” and “ culural um” have transfomed man-

tbnal econam ics and other social sciences the ©
strean econan ic geography nto a more nterdisciplnary approach Recently the rise of evolutionary econam ics
h mahnstrean econan ics is bringing a new approach nam ed as “ evolutionary econam ic geography” to geograph-
ical sciences A lthough manstrean econamics and geography have hrgely developed separately, tose three ap-
proaches of * new econam ic geographies” w ill bring anew stage to the nnovation and deve bpm ent of contem pora-
ry econam ic geography fran the “Quantitative and theoretical revolution” and the “M arxiam tum” onwards This
paper introduces the fundam ental principals of neoclassica] institutbnal and evo b tbnary appwaches in econam—
ics and exp bres their effects on the directbns of development of contenporary econan ic geography W e should
th nk much of the great differences bew een neoclassical] institutbnal and evo lutionary econam ic geograph ies

but they also have many canmonalities and great camplementarities to explan various fomal and substantive
spaces so the canpetition and cooperatbn bew een then shoul be the m portant d irecton of develop ng conten—

porary econam ic geograph ies

Key words neoclassical econan ic geography mstitionalisn econam ic geography evolitbnary econan ic geog-

raphy new econam ic geographies



