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What Is Engineering and What It Should be:
A Study from the Perspective of Affordance

Cao Dongming

(Research Center for Philosophy of Science and Technology, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110819, China)

Abstract: Through the “affordance” perspective to track the actual process of engineering innovation, we

will find that engineering innovation is essentially a process of some kind of “manipulation” of “affordance”. In

the development and evolution of engineering innovation, “affordance” will show modularity and habitat changes.

In this process of engineering innovation, an “engineered affordance” will appear,which is quite different from the

natural “affordance”, and thus it becomes one of the roots causes of the technological alienation.
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