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Serious Problems and Countermeasures of China’s Population,
Resources, and Environment
LiuYi Yang Yu
(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract Since the reform and opening up, China's economy achieves rapid growth while paying a tremendous
resource and environmental costs. The contradiction between population, resources, and environment is increas-
ingly outstanding and become the bottleneck of economic sustainable and healthy development. In this paper,
we portrayed population increasing and structural change, resource consumption and inefficient use, environ-
mental pollution, huge pressure on land and water resources, and pointed out the serious problems of China’ s
population, resources, and environment. Based on the analysis, we put forward the policy recommendations as
follows: (1) Improve resource use costs and maintain the “hunger developed” state; (2) Raise the pollutant
emission control standard and strengthen the intensity of environmental regulation; (3) Guide industrial transfer
and reduce resources and environmental deprivation.

Keywords economic growth, resource consumption, environment pollution, countermeasures
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