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Chinese archaeology moves toward scientific archaeology

GAO Xing'?

1. Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049

Abstract The core issue of this paper is that Chinese archaeology needs to transform from its
traditional characteristics and move toward scientific archaeology. Over the past hundred years, from
its introduction to its development, modern archaeology has made tremendous achievements in
China. It has provided evidence of a continuous Chinese civilization spanning over 5,000 years and
pushed back the history of human presence in the region to around 2 million years ago. Cultural
sequences for different regions and periods have been established based on archaeological evidence.
During this process, Chinese archaeology gradually developed distinct regional characteristics, and
the use of scientific methods has steadily strengthened. Today, Chinese archaeology already
possesses some fundamental elements of modern science. On the basis of discussing the concept of
“scientific archaeology” and comparing and analyzing the development and current status of
archaeological practice in both the West and China, this article points out that there is still a certain
gap between current Chinese archaeology and scientific archaeology. The paper further suggests that
Chinese archaeology should become more scientific, standardized, theoretical, and international.
The author believes that the future trend in Chinese archaeology will involve greater emphasis on
theoretical interpretation, which will guide academic development. Methodological systems will be
refined and standardized, the boundaries between traditional archaeology and archaeological
science (or the so called Archaeometry) will gradually disappear, artificial intelligence and digital
technologies will be widely applied, and the archaeological system and framework will become more
complete and transparent. Ultimately, Chinese archaeology will integrate with global archaeology.

Keywords Chinese archaeology; scientific archaeology; archaeological science; internationalization
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