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Fig.1 Pathways proposed for the bacterial oxidation of benzene
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A SURVEY ON THE MICROBIAL DEGRADATION
OF SYNTHETIC ORGANIC COMPOUNDS

Wang Jusi Zhao Lihui Kuang Xin

{Hesearch Center For Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sclences, Beijing, 100085)
ABSTRACT

The microbial degradation of organic compounds is a very important

subject in predicting their performances in environments and developing
efficient biotreatment technologies.

In this article, a brief introduction was given on the methods in stu-

[or®)

ving the biodegradation of organic compounds, as well as relation bet-
ween molecular structures and biodegradabilities,and the proposed degrada—
tive pathways. The biodegradabilities and metabolic pathways of benzene
and alkylbenzene,aromatics acids and their esters, phenols, chlorinated arc-
matic compounds, and nitrogen aromatic compounds were also summarized.

Keyworde; microbial degradation, synthety, organic compounds.



