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FINE STRUCTURES OF THE REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM OF THREE
FLEA SPECIES: DEVELOPMENT OF MALE GONADS

Q1 Yi-mMiNG
(Department of Biology, Guiyang Medical College)

A study on the fine structutes during the development and maturation of the male go-
nads from the third larval instar up to mature adult of Leptopsylla segnis, Monopsylla an-
isus and Ctenocephalides felis felis has been carried out and the results are summarized as
follows:

1. The development of the male gonads of the three flea species is essentially the same.
However, there are differences in the number of sperm cysts, the sperm bundles or sperma-
todesms, the time required for the development and the degree in the formation of the sper-
matids, sperm bundles and testicular plug.

2. According to the development of the rudiments of the testes, formation and change
of the spermatides and spermatodesms, the development and maturation of the male gon-
ads from the third instar larva up to mature adult can be divided into 5 phases with 10. sta-
ges.

Key words: mouse flea—cat flea—male gonads—Leptopsylla segnis—Monopsylla
anisus—Ctenocephalides felis felis.
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