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Fig.1 Accessibility of A-grade scenic spots
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Fig.4 The second- grade tourism regions of China
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Tourism Regionalization in China Based on Spatial Accessibility
of A-grade Scenic Spots

PAN Jing-hu', CONG Yi-bo’

(1.College of Geographic and Environmental Science, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730070, China;
2.College of Resource and Environment, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou , Gansu 730000, China)

Abstract: Regionalization is the important research content in geography. Tourism regionalization is one of the
foundations of the development of tourism in a country or region, and has important influence on and signifi-
cance to the development of regional tourism. The research on scenic spots in the macro tourism regionaliza-
tion, in essence;, is the study of the relationships between tourism destinations and tourists. The A-grade scenic
spot is a tourist ranking classifiable system with Chinese characteristics and is a national standard of compre-
hensive evaluation about scenic spot quality and grade in China. In this article, according to the geographical
location and transportation accessibility of scenic spots, the tourism regionalization is studied based on pattern
of accessibility. Based on matrix raster data covering the whole space, this article calculates spatial accessibili-
ty of all scenic spots in China using cost weighted distance method and ArcGIS as platforms. Service range of
A -grade scenic spots is also calculated by using Cost Allocation method. Based on location of scenic spots,
transportation accessibility and deep analysis of tourist districts distribution pattern, the service zones are divid-
ed by setting the control time, merging up grade by grade, 9 first-grade tourist zones, 22 second zones and 177
third-grade ones are divided across the country, a hierarchy of tourism division in China is formed. The results
showed that the regional average accessibility of scenic spots is about 129.16 minutes, and the area where the
accessibility of scenic spots is within 120 minutes reaches 60%, while the area where the accessibility is within
0.5 hour accounts for more than 26% and the longest time needs 75 hours which is located at the core of Tibet-
an Plateau. The tourism regionalization of the result, which break the administrative boundaries, is more scien-
tific, objective and quantitative. It provided a guideline and basis for further research of the development and

utilization of tourism resources.
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