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Fig.1 Distribution of historical and cultural

towns and survey towns’ location in Suzhou
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Fig.2 The function and interest demand of diversified subjects in
the conservation of historic and cultural towns
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Fig.3 Influence process of social capital on
conservation of historic and cultural towns
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The Predicament for Conservation of Historic and Cultural Towns
from the Perspective of Social Capital: Case Studies of
Zhouzhuang, Jinxi and Lili Towns in Suzhou City

Wang Yong', Xiong Hui', Li Guangbin’

(1. School ofdrchitecture and Urban Planning, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou 215011, Jiangsu, China;
2. Institute of Geography and Resources, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou 215011, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: Historic and cultural towns have both material and social attributes and are special resources with a
certain nature of public goods. The conservation of historic and cultural towns is not only a material means, but
also a process of social and economic activities which involved multiple stakeholders such as residents, de-
velopers, the government and outsiders. Therefore, the conservation of historic and cultural towns needs the
common attention and participation of all sectors of society. The conservation of historic and cultural towns in
Suzhou has been leading the Chinese historic town’s conservation for years. However, there are also many so-
cial problems while the physical space of the ancient towns has made remarkable achievements. For example, it
is easy to ignore the interests and functions of the pluralistic social subjects when the government has always
been in a dominant position, which makes it difficult for social forces to actively participate in the conserva-
tion actions of historic and cultural towns. The conservation of historic and cultural depends more on the vital-
ity brought by people. So, it is not only the technical conservation of physical space, but also the overall con-
servation which includes the conservation of people living here and the conservation of the living state of an-
cient towns, so as to improve the sense of identity and participation of residents in the conservation of historic
and cultural towns. Against this background, how to realize the comprehensive conservation and sustainable
development of historic and cultural towns needs to pay attention to the traditional social relations just like the
conservation of physical space. By introducing the concept of social capital from sociology, importance of so-
cial subject and their social capital in the conservation of historic and cultural towns is discussed in this article.
Based on the three elements of trust, network and norms, an analytical framework was established to analyze
the predicament of social capital and its inner source behind the conservation of historic and cultural towns.
Based on the empirical study of Zhouzhuang, Jinxi and Lili towns in Suzhou City, conclusions are drawn as
following: 1) Social capital mainly acts on the communication mechanism, restraint mechanism and coopera-
tion mechanism of the conservation of historic and cultural towns through the relation network-organizational
foundation, social trust-spiritual motivation, reciprocal norm-institutional system. 2) The social capital of his-
toric and cultural towns faced difficulties such as network fracturing, lacking of norms and trust. That is mani-
fested in the blocking of communication network from bottom to top, the break of social relationship network
of residents, the conflicts and contradictions between public interests and private rights, the imperfection of
formal norms and the decline of informal norms. As a result, the mobilization of historic and cultural towns
conservation is weak, the communication between various stakeholders is insufficient, the behavior of historic
and cultural towns is out of standard and restriction, the cooperation is difficult, resulting in the collective ac-
tion dilemma of the stakeholders. 3) It is an effective way to get out of the predicament to enhance social capit-
al and promote the bottom-up mode of participation aiming at the existing problems in the conservation of his-

toric and cultural towns.

Key words: social capital; historic and cultural towns; predicament of conservation
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