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A Comparative Study of Mathematics Textbook Exercises
in Primary Schools

Take the area of polygons of People’s Education Press and

Beijing Normal University Publishing House as an example

WANG Ruonan

(Elementary Education College of Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048 )

Abstract; Taking the area of polygons as an example, two versions of elementary school math textbooks of
People’s Education Press and Beijing Normal University Publishing House were compared from three aspects; the
number of exercises, the level of cognition, and the degree of difficulty. The cognitive level is mainly compared
from the four levels of calculation, concept, comprehension and analysis. The degree of difficulty is mainly based
on professor Baojiansheng’s comprehensive difficulty model, and comparative research is conducted from five
aspects; exploration, background, calculation, reasoning and knowledge content. The results of the study showed
that in the area of polygons, there were certain differences between People’s Education Press and Beijing Normal
University Publishing House in the number of exercises, the level of cognition, and the degree of difficulty. This
has a very good reference function for textbook writing and teacher teaching.

Keywords: mathematics textbook in primary schools; exercises ; comparative ;area of polygons
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