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Analysis of the Joint Curatorial Path of Temporary Exhibitions in Thematic Museums:

Taking “The Footprints of Overseas Chinese, the Traces of Traditional
Chinese Medicine” Exhibition as an Example
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Abstract: The thematic museum is the most comprehensive, systematic and authoritative cultural position
reflecting the field to which the industry belongs. However, compared with comprehensive museums, they
have certain limitations, such as relatively single collection types, convergence of exhibition nature, and small
audience range, which to a certain extent restrict the cultural communication effectiveness of museums. In the
context of the prosperity and development of the cultural and museum industry, thematic museums can further
expand the scope and influence of communication through joint exhibitions, and in this process, it is necessary
to find a suitable entry point for both sides. This paper takes the exhibition “The Footprints of Overseas
Chinese, the Traces of Traditional Chinese Medicine-Southeast Asian Overseas Chinese and Traditional
Chinese Medicine Culture Exhibition” jointly organized by the National Museum of Traditional Chinese
Medicine, the Overseas Chinese History Museum of China and the Overseas Chinese Museum as an example,
combined with the curatorial practice experience, attempts to analyze and discuss the joint curatorial path of

thematic museums, in order to provide some reference for thematic museums to enhance their own vitality.
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