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Abstract: To obtain new whole cell biosensor which can be used for rapidly detecting metal ion pollution in the
environment, Tetrahymena thermophilia was used in this study. Luciferase (LUC) gene was recombinated into the vector
pBX containing Tetrahymenna Metallothioneins gene M77T] promoter and tubulin terminator. Plasmid pBX-LUC was
constructed and transformed into Tetrahymena strain by particle bombardment. Then, the LUC gene replaced the
Tetrahymena macronuclear MT7T1 gene by homologous recombination under increasing paromomycin. The B2086-LUC
strain was obtained. The B2086-LUC strain is sensitively responsed to heavy metals cadmium and mercury ion (5 ~ 10
ng/mL) and less sensitive for copper and zinc ion (0.5~1 mg/mL). The results showed genetically engineered whole cell
biosensor Tetrahymena B2086-LUC strain can be used for rapidly detecting cadmium and mercury pollution in
environment.
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J R S6of A5 ¥ G B A AR s PR AU, B A ) B
¥ Y T B R i ML RO LT B 8 s AR s TR
5V GRS N ) 7 A 2 AP AL turn of 71 turn
on” "7 “turn off” WREGTh, FETEKEE, K
JGRE S AR 00 €00 8 5 1) A AT, T 440 vy M 400
TSP AT A W W A DY JIBE e S AR A4 A 7= ek 7 (1)
SR R R DA I 7 1 7 A “turn on”
Borp, N A B o AR To S AR E )
DR A Bl 73 42, 52 BT v G0 A0
BE % i o bt i 15 1O B R AR AR 1 R R R B T
REAEO0F 22 i T <0 i Al HE BRI SR IR I 3
LEWE DU darh . MTTI FI MTT3 B R 81
o} S T I N AU, MTT2 R MTT4 3R )
)04 B 1 e N.ABURK T MTTS BRI S 3))
TN o B T i 1 g B L AT T e T TR
FEAN R ALY WCB. %8 )t Z i DA L 75 5 A il
i AR A R 4

AW T T RS AT LUPR RS I ) 1
WCB, LA FPU 5 ok A} 1) gt 7 — A
KRG FE MG EE R Y E ALY R WCB, IS
TZANMARN A JEm A TR HREE I

1 #ifAEE

i Oy Sty
W& DY B (T, thermophila) B2086 41 Jilkk
(CEE 43 /K K2 Peter J. Bruns 18-t B); ks
pBX(Z' Iy K2% Martin A. Gorovsky #(#% &
W), A HA #5325, MTTI JA5h 1. &AL
b7 AR RPN neo2; KW AT B
(Escherichia coli) DH5a A ASLH % AT IR A,
pEASY-T1 Vector T4\ 4x A w5 ik pGL3-
control JiJ H Promega /).
1.2 RFRES

DNA [ £ (BioFlux A ) Fokifilifie
KA EL(BioOMEGA A 7));Tag DNA 24 B FlIA%
%7y 1 EhrvE(E R TIANGEN 24 %);PCR 514
A A DNA 75152 i TAKARA 7 ) 58 1 25
IR AR . SR B B Sangon
AT E R RESRA TREA 7)) K e
6 Z BT IR £ E1500(Promega 23 7] );SPP 1%

1.1

TP RS AR S ARIRE . I RER I £
VY RN R (Oxoid A H)); AR BidiR. W
MR R (AL Z5 A 7)) .anti-HA $ii#4(Cali-Bio 2
7] );HRP #5ic —$i(Zymed Lab /A 7] );SuperSignal
WA (Pierce 72 7));GI-100 & [ AKKE R (77
WO 2 AR 24 7 );GloMaxTM  20/20 %2 6H:
ML (Promega A 7)).

1.3 ik

1.3.1 4k pBX-LUC kI M9 vo e
# & pGL3—-Control H' LUC %K (Accession NO.
U47296) J5 51 ¥% i1 5149 LUC-F:5' CGGATCC-
ATGGAAGACGCCAAAAACATAAAGAAAGG
C 3/,LUC-R:5' CGGCGCGCCTCACACGGCGA-
TCTTTCCGCCCT 3', F il £k 4 ) >k B VA A
BamH 1 Al Asc LPCR 4A44:94°C 5min,94°C
305,50 °C 30s,72°C 90s,30 ¥R, 72 °C 4E fH
10min. PCR "#& KI5 5%k pEASY-T1
Fo WA T E VR £, 25 C o 20min, 5277 1 e
KA iR DHS o 8652 25 41 M S OT0R 34T
D) 5 5, BH P e B e, 0 P 45 Rl DNA
MAN(RA 5.2.2)84F 5.

I3 5I%; pEASY-T1-LUC M# 4k pBX #E4T
BamH 1 BEYIR Asc 1 AUEED), ISCBEDI =4 i)
HIW R B LUC F1H 3R 32 LR G 5 T4
DNA EH:0 16°CRl Aoz, &8 =W K
FF B DHSa 8652 25 40 i, 76 1% 24 % 22 (1 LB [&] 44
gk 37°Cid s, BRI B P E LB A S:
FrRerp B YEEUTRE BamH 11 Xho 1 WU €.
1.3.2  WEFADYME R G IR LR gAY gt e
B2086 5754r 50mL SPP ¥57sui A K4tk
30°C,180r/min #7357 24 DY Bt AR K o0 B2k
K41(2.0x10°~5.0x10° 4>/mL)Hf,10mmol/L Tris—
HCI(pH7.4)¥E% 1 I, HFF 50mL 10mmol/L Tris—
HCI(pH7.4) " L% 18~24h.

1.3.3 DYt B2086-LUC [k K %5E  #)
AU R 2R pBX-LUC F Xho 1 i) £EPEAK,
I & BE A AR W A I A0 5 A0 4 0k bl ik
GJ-1000 FEFIARFE N YLK 18~24h (1708 F4 DU 5 iy
B2086 " Plah 5N B BT 2 (KWK TE A
100pg/mL) AT CACL(Z4iKR 50 0.5ng/mL), 73 %%
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of recombination between

plasmid pBX-LUC and Tetrahymena

macronulear genome

PEHURE SADY B L AL, W1 514 MTTIF:
5" GCTACGTGATTCACGATTTATGCAATG 3,
MTTIR: 5 CGAAACTGATTTTATGCAATTAT
GAATTAC 3', PCR 4 34 % e JE R (1) FE A AR
1.3.4 HA-LUC #1159 By 7 #r PCR
Y LUC IF #5417 DY B o fg 7% o,
0.lpg/mL %) SPP KR ILh K7 98 RIKE A
(2~3)x10° AN/mLMCEERE R 2x10* AN4H I i
5xSDS-PAGE FAEZZPB(5% B-$idk LBE, 50%
Hi1,10% SDS A1 250mmol/L Tris—-HCI, pH6.8)J5
L@ 95°C A Smin K AE HAE 10% SDS-
PAGE #Eic UK G I # 22 PVDF B, 5% BG4
#3= iR A 2h,1:500 AR anti-HA HUA4 4 °C 7
HIIA,1:500 FREI HRP Fric i =i 5
1h.2 SuperSignal 14 2% K& K Y) 2 () 2t
3min J5 K.
1.3.5 VUit B2086-LUC X AN[r] 2 4 Jig 1) i
N B AR DY dURT B2086-LUC K5 957F 50 mL
SPP £ 7R, A2 K4 #F 4 30°C,180r/min 4@ % 1%
JE .MU R AR KA R KT (2.0x10°~
5.0x10° AN/mL)ILAE 10mmol/L Tris-HCI(pH
7.4) )i SR 33 SmL/AE 73 il 294 50 0, 0.001,
0.005, 0.01, 0.05, 0.1, 0.5ug/mL ] CdCl;0, 0.000
5, 0.001, 0.01, 0.05, 0.1, 0.2ug/mL f¥] HgSO4;0,
0.25, 1, 1.25, 2, 2.5, 5mg/mL ¥ CuCl,;0, 0.25, 1,
1.25, 2, 2.5, Smg/mL (1) ZnSO, i%5 S 3h.JUFE Ji5 i

BRVFEOBOICEL 3 IR SR B A i 43 ) L
2x10° NI T K H 5 (1 1.5mL EP & P AT 4}
I 3 2H;8000r/min &0 Smin J&, 78 EiE A
200pL RV, FE VR AT H 100pL #F: i T8 1) EP
BRI I 100pL 85 K B9 2 Fig IR, 58
AL UASCASE W 5 10 S 9 G, 2R 3 U THE
SERE, TR A SR B SO E IR BOR &R,
ez O AR AT E- 2R IR FE G R,

2 #R

2.1 T4 )ik pBX-LUC F% 53¢

DL B3R pGL3-control AR, 1= k.
P EBEIED LUC, B Mt s FEL KA 56 PCR
P RNE TR AF (B 2A).6 PCR 7= 4 31|
AR pBX I, A Tk pBX-LUC £ BamH 1 Al
Xho 1 XY G 43BN 54 Tkb 804
BORT 2.2kb (154 H RN LUC 1) v BL (18] 2B),
YOk pBX-LUC ) LUC P45 5 C 4R 18
(1) LUC R P BT L6 B TE AT 5T e % (1)
LUC KE 57 51) 11, 2% B 5541 50k pBX-LUC 14
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Identification of plasmid pBX-LUC
A: LUC 5:[R F Belf) PCR §718,M 2 DL2000 DNA
Marker(TaKaRa);B:pBX-LUC 5tk BamH 1 F1 Xhol 1 X1
YI,M 3 A-EcoT14 1 digest(TaKaRa)

Fig.2

2.2 PUJE L B2086-LUC 1% 5

BT . Hedi i) pBX-LUC #: 4k DY i gt B2086
g, & RV ELLLLUC PR KRR 4] L
MTTI JFeA(E 3A) EA WG e © fe 25 52k
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AL MTTI 50 LUC %5754 BRHAE
200pg/mL UREEF R A7 1K B2086 41 f bk ve
W5 KRG IR R UL M 41 DNA 34T PCR %572,
BHYEAR MR 2 45418 4,750bp S DU JE Bk
WL 41 MTT1 5K F7571,20000p 4 547 LUC 5
BT 5B 3A), 45 R W] LUC FER P 5138 0 AR
T RE& MTTI EH 0, WTIESE 547 LUC
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Fig.3 Identification of Tetrahymena B2086-LUC strains

AP b S AR A% 52 B2086-LUC: FE 21 B2086 F:[K 4 PCR %5, WT:

A TR AR SRR FE [RI 4] PCR %858 ;M:Trans2K Plus 11 DNA Marker (4%
3 42);B:Western blot ] HA-LUC & AMIRIE 1: 874 A4 41 ik
B2086 (1144 i1 4143 % 141;2:,B2086-LUC 441 22 A

I PCR %5 A FHTEY B2086-LUC 41 ik
TR 1, S BRI HA-LUC 2 AR
ik, 4 B OR HA-LUC EE 2 TR KANA N
62.82kDa, 5 AT T 3~ 5 R /IMHAT, 75 AR 28
T4 5 I 4 RO AT A AR e P 2 iy
(1 3B), 71 HA-LUC & 7 VU de 41 i py Rk,
2.3 DYt B2086-LUC X 74 i Ft i il

e 7 W DR A2 — o R R A R IR A
W T I 0K 7= At K G W, g K L
D6 Bl AT DAL 58 3R A AR SO R AR R
FEF A R 2 R AR e A8 JE vT LUE
i 7 W S8 SO A 5 3R A AR TR IR AE A e
6. A DY HL B2086-LUC X417 T 1 i 3 94
JFEE FE 4:0.001~0.5pg/mL, W4 4 19891 % Hoxt
I IR FEE R 0.1 pg/mL( P 4A); % 7K 175 5 1 B ¥
[l 247:0.0005~0.2ug/mL, VA k) 1746 15 HXF IV )

WPE Ky 0.05ug/mL(E 4B); % 555 i v 5 Fl
43:0.25~5mg/mL, WEAE g 2606 15 HXF I (1R BE Ky
2.5mg/mL(El 4C); X175 T (1) [ 3 [k 0.1~
Smg/mL, W {5 & 19463 f% H. %t N 10 WK R
2mg/mL([¥ 4D).45 R Ui W LAY B L MTT1 B A1)
Ja B 8 AR DRk RO B M () 2k, mT
ARSI 22 Foft N 049 1) i, G v o) S b 75 L 4 )
B IR BB RVEE R 2

3 it

MT S PRAE B0 58 P A7 1 5 4 S I ] i 3
PEAFIC AT VE R — i RGP 35 S A1 BRI, M Ts B
KA AE D brid I T IR PR AL 10 E 2L
W RIS AR EEA I MT 5k ul 8 Rk K
L — M Bus A R K e B R I E B T A e
FIHR AL BE DRI 17, AT A Sl — A8 A A B R AR A
TR WCB el P T Hpl A h L Y
JIE R FRAE G B R B I MT LR G S
FIk O] g B DU I8 G IR AR AR (A MTTT 1S
B REMS 1L 2 Bl 4 215 3 L AR A AR R
VAR (KRBT TS Qe it B 2 o fEP,

164 1E,85% 1 H TRl H 6 J8 1) WCBs
FEIE T AL A OO A U 15% 2 3T
AT Sy SR BRI RE . 22 DO R R DY i
L B WCBs BN 2 Fhok 2 Fh 4,
1117 FLAT S o R S P 2022 S rp DU EE 4
BRI IERE ) WCB ] A IR b v e il v 4,
A AR 3] 0.5umol/LI. DL 4H £ T U i
REAEAR WCB 222 H TR A 855 v (1) B
G BV e, T A e U DD i N 2
FAIFEEIK) WCB 2 3 i 3 PR F 2 B ok L% e R il
SERIBAR BTU2 ZE DAL M R MTT1 N MTTS S
J& B 1) 2 0 S AL AR AR K T
JiE 5 I 3 TR 3% B 40 L e % AT D ER S R ) v
G 0o Al 0 1 F <5 R, B, AR 2 ) R G
R ARIR BE LTk 25~50nmol/L, 1] A2 4 Ja (4n 4
VR ) RIS I ) B BRIR FE 204 1pumol/mLPL A
A 50 RA5 1 40 DU S 41 g Ak B2086-LUC X
B IR AR I R AR AR (10 e S, R e 1. PR g A S
3 5~10ng/mL, 5 CARIE I PUEE . WCB [ #U
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Fig.4 The response to different heavy metal ions in Tetrahymena B2086-LUC cell
AU S bk B2086-LUC % CAC, FIUA ;B DU B .40 bk B2086-LUC % HegSO4 M N ;C: PU i 40 i #k B2086-LUC Xf CuCl, F
J¥;D: DU fiE s 41 A% B2086-LUC X ZnSO4 M N A — ANl KU T- 3 IRE R

1.25 2 2.5 5

A3 WCB J& FH AR 5E 75 e, 5 7 i
TR T IR DR b, e 3 O T A R 5 R
155 W PR B IR, DA R 4 8% 3R 2 An B 57
RS RN A K BB A5 DR 32, DR bt gt 7 o M A T 3
Y Db T 0 AF I, FE 2 DY i . B2086-LUC
B g7 30 0 H 4 K 1(2.0x10°~5.0x10° 4> /mL), ¥l
RAE 10 mmol/L Tris—-HCI(pH 7.4) /5 3. Bl /3%,
TN )R B (AN [F) 52 JUAE 5 5 3h,ix 5 2
38 () DY JIEE L WCB FR I 7 A BT WCB (1
— TR AE ) R R S RS W g B R L A
A Rk A A7 R ) IF 3 BUR B 1 45 R = 2k,

SR FIA KT, PRI MTTT BEBR E 3) 1 ik B A
B> T 26T 5605 B, B2086-LUC 41l fig
R Ko A R 1 g 7 553, 1 B LS AN [ B 4 i 1)
BRI ZET XS MITI LRG3 73 A
I) 5 4 s PR A M — B0 3 ek 22 Y AT S UE
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