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Analysis on the Factors of the Telegraph Technology
Transfer in Late Qing Dynasty

Li Xue

(Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, College of Humanities & Social Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: Telegraph is the result of the development of Western science and technology and the Industrial
Revolution in the 19" century. After the second Opium War, telegraph technology was introduced to China as the

tool of the capitalist colonial expansion. Due to the political, economic, cultural and other factors, Qing dynasty

only realized the transfer of telegraph business management, but did not digest and absorb the manufacturing

technology. This paper mainly analyses the factors that influenced the transfer of telegraph technology in late Qing

dynasty from the perspectives of technical needs, power of civil and military governors, enterprise system, indus-

trial level, and education level.
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