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Regional Differentiation Characteristics of Rural Poverty and

Targeted Poverty Alleviation Strategy in China

Liu Yansui”> Zhou Yang'? Liu Jilai’
(1 Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
2 College of Land and Urban-Rural Development, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China )

Abstract  Poverty is a challenge facing all countries and the international community as a whole. Narrowing the rural-urban gap and
eliminating poverty to ultimately achieve common prosperity is an ideal that humanity constantly pursues. China has long insisted the
government-led to promote poverty reduction and constantly bring forth theoretical, organization, and institutional innovation of poverty
relief in practice, and explored a road of poverty alleviation and development with Chinese characteristics that captures the world’s attention,
contributing significantly to the global effort to eliminate poverty. However, at present China still have 70.17 million poor people in rural
areas, becoming the biggest weakness for building moderately prosperous society. This study deeply analyzed and investigated the basic
characteristics of Chinese rural poverty in the new era and then revealed the laws of territorial differentiation of rural poverty, and explored
the leading factors and the main sticking points of rural poverty. Finally, we proposed some problem-oriented policy implications for poverty
alleviation in China. Results showed that China has still large poor populations with the characteristics of wide distribution and deep poverty,

and it is more and more difficult to leave the remaining poor population out of poverty by conventional measures. The phenomenon on poverty

and returning to fall into poverty again for the poor who have got rid of poverty induced by disease, disability, and natural disasters are very
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universal. The remaining poor population gradually gathered towards the central-western deep mountain, alpine areas, minority areas, and
border areas, with coexistence of impoverished households, poor villages, poverty counties and areas. The proportion of poor people in the
northwestern and southeastern regions of the Hu Huanyong line was 16.4% and 83.6%, respectively. The crux of the persistent poverty in
rural China was largely due to harsh natural conditions, poor regional location, infrastructure backwardness, uneven regional development,
and inaccurate early anti-poverty policies and measures. These findings demonstrated that it is urgent to innovate the institutional mechanisms
for anti-poverty and promote scientifically the targeted poverty alleviating strategy in China. In present, five important aspects need to be
strengthened further to implement China's targeted poverty alleviation strategy: (1) Deepening the frontier theory and practical exploration of
the targeted poverty alleviation; (2) Strengthening the institution establishment, management innovation and platform creation of the targeted
poverty alleviation; (3) Attaching importance to summarizing the new modes emerging in the process of poverty alleviation and development
for different region types; (4) Creating a multi-target system for the assessment of targeted poverty alleviation and its dynamic evaluation
mechanism; (5) Integrated planning and long-term design of the strategy for shaking off poverty and sustainable development in the rural areas.
Keywords rural poverty, regional differentiation characteristics, islanding effect, targeted poverty alleviation, poverty alleviation strategy,

China
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