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The evaluation of sustainable development of inhabited islands in China
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Abstract: Islands have important economic, political, military and ecological values, and their sustainable development
attracts great concern at home and abroad. Based on the Island Development Index (IDI) and Coefficient of Variation (Cv),
the development status and sustainability of 62 selected inhabited islands in China have been studied. The results
showed that: (1) the percentage of islands with good, medium and general development level is 29.0%, 33.9% and 37.1%
respectively. The overall development level of the islands shows normal distribution, but gradient differentiation can be
observed. (2) Islands show imbalance among society, economy and environment, and the degree of islands” social-economic—
ecological coordination are positively correlated with the comprehensive development level. Economic development and
the ecological environment lag behind the level of social development and community governance. (3) The sustainable
development capacity of the islands vary greatly, and township—level islands are better than village—level islands in terms
of the comprehensive development and sustainability. Gulangyu Island, Dawangjia Island, Qushan Island, Xiushan Island,
Wailingding Island and other 5 islands have higher sustainable development capacity. Economic factors such as financial
income and residents” income, environmental protection capacity such as sewage treatment, social services such as public
health and community management are the main factors affecting the sustainable development of islands.
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