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The Role of Pottery in Social Transformations of the Neolithic Age:
Politics, Production and Cultural Construction

CHEN Meng

(Jingdezhen University, Jingdezhen 333032, Jiangxi, China)

Abstract: Despite the frequent emphasis by Western historiography on the significance of the Stone and Bronze Ages, the era
of pottery holds an equally central position in the progression of human civilization, particularly within the context of East
Asian civilizations. As the birthplace of pottery civilization, China played an extremely important role in the evolution of
human civilization during this period. This study was aimed to explore the interconstructive relationship between pottery and
the ancient human society of our country, focusing on its central position in social cohesion, prehistoric political systems and the
transformation of production relations. Through an in-depth analysis of Neolithic pottery culture, the decisive role in promoting
social networks and cultural exchanges was revealed. Additionally, the symbolism of pottery in religious rituals cited in the text,
such as the mother-and-child pig sculptures, offers new insights into the role of pottery in the connection between religion and
everyday life. Combined with Marx's theory of production relations, how ceramic production mirrors the social transformation
from primitive communal systems to feudal structures was further explored. Overall, how ancient Chinese pottery and society
co-evolved within an interactive cultural and technological framework was studied, offering a new perspective on the core issue
of 'technology-social interaction' in the field of sociology. Finally, an interdisciplinary academic viewpoint on interpreting the
central role of pottery in the progression of ancient social civilization was provided.

Key words: pottery age; social civilization; social cohesion; prehistoric political systems; production relations

W BE: 2023-12-21, BiTHHI: 2024-03-18, Received date: 2023—12-21. Revised date: 2024—03—18.
HEWE . 2023 FFVLPGEARL X I F B R 2 B2 Correspondent author: CHEN Meng (1984—), Male, Ph.D., Associate

K RO T R S it SR 22 MR E S R . professor.
BEBEAN: Wi 51984, B, #+, @IZZ, E-mail: bingd600420@163.com



£45% £ 38

B JE: MREFARRKASTIRHAE: Bis. £F5XLEN - 617 -

e

0 5l

NEB =V AR A T AN, ok k
JE& 5 1) 55 A R R — A, Tl N A T R
—BrBUR, ME#E T HIUEARZ B A
(0 A 6 7 AU RO A = LS, AR A SRR 2
i o e FL LS R A 07 A9 B oK . fE AR
RUHIIEASAC R, B 4% SO oA R ixX e+
Mo b B — BUHEER W B

RN S/ N EE R EF A R ANl ]
WHY L RS BRI, AN R B Be A
Rt SRgRl YA R SR £
ETBAR, Mg REEgGEEA, BEHAR
22X T RO B T AL 7 A BARHE S BT i) 52
Ho SRFE A B — TSR, gl ik
ERARGHSEIER . E Py B BT i
K, o SHaiEs), AT FEREARES
PRI, BT R AR R S A R RIRA
B

AR —AEE . RIGR RS, Wi &
PICHT « AL L g SR AR SO A R
SERR ARG R, PR R RIRFIEL, JEFRAT]
e TS h o AR IR A AR L ™ A S I
W, PEIT AR T GRS R AT TR
ABFSE, WHRATEN T NSO P R AT
TR, SR, XA AL T A fei S
T I AR ] B — S BRI ——Fig g 4 B A%
IR I BB By, el A E 2R AP 2
EERL . BRI, X T ERRUE, B AR
EETARMIEL, B ERl . SEMESE
SR, AR AT gl Sk
RV SR BURN A T EGE . T EAE Dy g as
SO EZ LM Z —, X — Dy gt T
RS RRI M PRI ) SCA iR

e [ L FTAE R s AR, F A AL
((Eo NS A SRS ISP o & et e | B )
HEIA Y o AT B R AR B fe 75 b [ s A
T AP B SCHEAE T, R S0 e i i
BORAVH | A a A FIEOA R R N R e L2
Wk AL o i R T X e T gt b A
R, B B e £ 0 — P e 2 5 S f AR
(it TR, 253l 1 b E it 2 it
Dift e ARSCMAE 2450 . BOR AR L PR R =
AN T5 TR B ] B 2 BOR A5 A 2 b L R B
S o AR A A AR AR 4 S
WA X — i A P Y S SR AR BB AR TS

1 “BRT A R L gmik

ARG E S H A R ARA TR £ X, H
INAHE AR B NEZE . M ERRE, feuiEd
Bl oAt &, At SN EA . &
SOAUE CEEMRIEAY . NIWZEMR ) (1964 4F) ik
A RIHE BER B E R, TR
AN TR R BREA A FRATT B 25 o BB U AN Y i b 4%
UIRe, HUCSEIRATEYE . 1700 R #AE
1" GFRWRHIE AR, Fh g5 Mt R B &
AR, HIHEARAR Gt I

SR, BRI & SR ITFAE I B4t 2 it 73217
2 I T SR AE VAR XS H AR 25 1 3 T 4 Sl 1
FH o TR 2 S s 3 %) 75 4 SO HE S T A S
FIE R, L2 aX TR a i E . TIpeEF oK
et T P 2R Ee R AR L8 . X — B B i
AU T, B WA T AU FH 1 4
fE. 4N Bijker Al Pinch 24 # 381, FARIEARM
FEANR, MijEszR0th2eE . TR A EM Y
B, AR S EM AR,

MERFEAYE R, B2 SEEE, #E
=R i R IR 5 NS e SE- S ES D P S 2o
CABHE TX—M. m8in - hE/REFEH,
FARGSRMEREW . BoRSRR. B i
e Ll SCAR R A 2 B AR e Sk, LB 5 B ol
TR AR, R T Y BHE SR AR,
KB KRS Yt S H AR &5 S H R, bl
FHE RS, AT TR 4 A R AR A T
REM, FARSHSTREIER T B, AR
WA S T AL SRR, Ak A8 X AR
RN T AR R . XA E ) 5C RAETR E
PRt S R R AR 3] T oA, A E
AR T A 10 L HE

2 HARRIMEHLEED

2.1 NEMBRERUS

B A B A B SR A SR B LS P L, o
1T AT 54t 2 45 M AL A B AR T . AERLAR
MEE A2, AR/ NS | B AR L,
HAARARLG A6 77 30 AR A ED0L . KR <AL
SO A FE 2 LA ), M S A B % o i
St RIS B, AR TR IX A SRR A 2

TE SR AL 2, B B0 B il B AR S — I
MEARBIHT, KRR R T F A ™ ARCR, 15
DALY P 75 BEAE B PR A 7 ok o XA fie



. 618 - ?‘/;}

XA

2024%6 R

TR, B B TR R R H
AR Ty SISO I M o BER R P g SO A2
SAEMEE B P A AT Bk TR, [ A B
BORFOME TR T HEIX R Z MR &R, 3
5 1 RN AL RIBE SR Ty o FE il B g R AR AR
£ /i1 ) i M D el T S T R LA
B RIGL AL Y S D,

BEE I ACHY K JE, B as LITan th Bacis g
@A, WomaEEA T HRMELS, Hiln:
R S Ak P A T SO R (WL 1), X i
Wi A% i A C 2T IR I B T, R A
BLIAT 45 BYRFAE

B1 MBXHABEYLFER

Fig. 1 Yangshao fish-faced human figure Painted
Pottery Basin
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Fig. 2 Pig-patterned square bowl pottery unearthed from
Hemudu Cultural Site
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Fig. 3 Colored pottery unearthed from
Feiligang Cultural Site
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Fig. 4 Series of black pottery unearthed from Longshan
Cultural Site
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