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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE APPLE GEOMETRID APOCHEIMA SP.

ENTOMOLOGICAL LABORATORY, DEPARTMENT OF BIoL0GY, NANKAI UNIVERSITY

This paper reports on a study of life history of the apple geometrid, Apocheima
sp. at Tientsin during 1974—1976. This insect is onc of the most destructive pests of
apple trees in recent years in certain orchards at Tientsin.

It has one generation per year and overwinters as a pupa, at a depth of 10—15 cm
under the ground. The adult emerges from late March to early May in the next year
and lays eges bencath the bark. The larvae hatch from late April to middle May. The
larva has five instars. The full grown larvae move downward to dig into the ground
from late May to middle June and after 4—6 days of prepupal stage they pupate.

Morphological descriptions of the different developmental stages are made.

The most effective contrul measure is to spray spore suspensions of Bacillus thring-
giensis strains.





