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Through our observations on raising the paired Odontotermes formosanus in the
laboratory for three years, it has been found that the eonstruction of their unilocular young
nest in the initial stages can be divided into the following three periods: 1. constructing
young nest in the ground after pairing, 2. oviposition without fungus comb, and 3.
forming unilocular young nest with fungus comb. Four to ten days after entering the
ground, the dealated female first lays 71—98 ova within about twenty days, 2—6 ova
every day; the incubation period is in the range of 36——47 days. After three moults
the young termites grow into workers. When growing into soldiers, they must undergo
a presoldier stadium which is attained after two months after hatching. The stadium
of the young termites of different instars is 6—8 days, and that of presoldiers is about
11—12 days. The fungus comb is formed 3.5—4 months after the initiation of nest
construction,

It has been found that a termite colony would take 2—3 years to construct a
subnest with more than two fungus combs, Of the environmental factors, the fungus
Termitomyces albuminosus (Berk.) Heim is the most important, and its failure in
growth is the main cause resulting in the destruetion of the colony.





