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A PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION ON THE BIONOMICS OF THE
OAK SILKWORM PARASITIC WASP APANTELES SP.

We1 CHENG-KWE!

(Liaoning Institute of Sericulture)

The braconid wasp, Apanteles sp. is one of the worst pests of the oak sitkworm
Antheraea pernyi. It has been reported in the oak silkworm rearing areas of China,
such as Liaoning, Jilin, Heilungjiang, Shandung, Henan, Anhuei, Gueizhou and a
few other provinees. This inseect had five or six generations a year in Liaoning.
The full-grown larvae overwintered within its cocoon from late September to early
October, and pupated in late April the next year. Adult emergence took place in
early May and laid eggs underneath the young oak silkworm cuticle. The life cyecle
is about 30 days.

Its other host insects include Eriogynapyretorum, Actias artemis, Dictyoploca
japonica, Arctornis alba chichibense, Euproctis similis, Orgyia antiqua, Spilosoma sp.
and so on.

Its natural enemies were found to be Eurytoma appendigaster and Gelis sp.

The control method for this wasp is to protect the young oak silkworms by
using plastic sheets and by using natural enemies of this wasp.





