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A tourist routes GIS dataset of the Silk Road in the Mongol-Yuan
dynasty

Cheng Jun!, Zhang Ping**

1. Center for Historical Geographical Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, P. R. China;
2. School of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, P. R. China
*Email: zhangping029@126.com
Abstract: During the Mongol-Yuan dynasty, many tourists travelled along the Silk Road, of whom about 15
have detailed records which could be used to restore their journeys. The journeys of those tourists are of great
significance to the study of varied routes of the Silk Road in different periods of the Mongol-Yuan dynasty.
This study first collected the travel points of the tourists from literature, and then drew their travel routes
based on modern research findings, historical and modern maps, Google Earth satellite images, and so on.
The travel of the 15 tourists, from the earliest Yelii Chucai (1218) to the latest Marignolli (1353), had a time
span of more than a century. According to the travel time of each tourist, we categorized the total 673
locations into 20 groups of travel points and the total 64 sections of travel routes into 20 groups, thus forming
this data set.

Keywords: Mongol-Yuan dynasty; tourist; Silk Road; travel point; travel route; GIS

Database Profile
Title A tourist routes GIS dataset of the Silk Road in the Mongol-Yuan dynasty
Data corresponding author Zhang Ping (zhangping029@126.com)
Data authors Cheng Jun, Zhang Ping
Time range 1218-1353
Geographical scope Geographical scope: 4%851.13"N-249452.75"N, 27° 8'38.07"E-111° 9'34.73"E;
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specific areas include: China, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, Indian, Russia, Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Georgia, Turkey, lrag, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Israel, Jordan, Saudi

Avrabia, Bahrain, Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, Egypt.

Data volume

17.8 MB

Data format

*.dbf, *.prj, *.shn, *.sbx, *.shp, *.shx

Data service system

< http://www.sciencedb.cn/dataSet/handle/622>

Source of funding

National Social Science Fund of China (14ZDB031)

Dataset composition

This data set consists of information on 20 travel points and 20 travel routes.
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