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Application Prospects of Digital PCR in Detection of SARS-CoV-2
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Abstract:In 2020, corona virus disease 2019 ( COVID-19) pandemic caused by SARS-CoV-2 outbreaks in many countries
around the world, which poses a great challenge to the prevention and control of the epidemic. Nucleic acid detection by real-time
fluorescent PCR(RT-PCR) is the main detection method used at this stage, but the situation of “false negative results” , multiple
sampling and repeated detection is also frequent. There is an urgent need to establish a detection technology with higher
sensitivity , less sample need and simple operation to screen out patients infected SARS-CoV-2. Digital PCR has shown promise as
a precision nucleic acid quantification technology because of its high sensitivity and specificity, which has been widely used in the
field of virus detection. In this paper, the structure of SARS-CoV-2 and the problems of detecting methods by RT-PCR were
introduced. And the application prospects of digital PCR in the detection of the SARS-CoV-2 were described, which was expected

to provide references for the development of more efficient detection kits.
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T ARG I A5 G 0 Akt i B AL B N BB
PR RSN 25 S A 0 B, S LR B RS
FIGYT, N I i 75 BIF & — B A B R A
T R i i 0 A COVID-19 FIAGIN J7 7

1 FEERR SN IR

1.1 FHEERF SRR FIFE

SARS-CoV-2 AMEMGIR, A L, st 4% 9 it
TSR R HUEE RNA , JE 751 42K 29 891 kb,
L 10 DR X, 4 k. JF R HE 1ab
(ORFlab) JZEHE I (S) HEH  ORF3ab KA
AR H (E) JE A JBOME R (M) 2[5 ORF6 LA |

5'UTR

ORF7a £ K | ORF8 B A e H 1 (N) FE A
ORF10 % A SARS-CoV-2 F K 41 45 #4451 = i,
K1, HhmEERsrFsA 3 4. ORFlab N 3
EFEPR Sl AT 3 AN ST 81 AT LA
ST SARS-COV-2, SARS-COV-2 & T B J&
( Betacoronavirus ) 7 AR B, B Jm Je IR B 16 2
#%. HCoV-0C43, HCoV-HKU1., MERS-CoV
SARS-CoV'**! | H:it HCoV-0C43 . HCoV-HKU1 %5
WL, BOR A B, AT 5 R T O E R,
MERS-CoV F1 SARS-CoV AJ 5 £ 45 /™ & 1) P 1%
YL, SARS-CoV 1] 5| g A\ ™ 5 201 I I 25
fE ( severe acute respiratory syndrome, SARS)'® |
2003 4, SARS-CoV X H [E A3 7 | A =4 1
KRB, SARS-COV-2 5 SARS-CoV A 79.5%
[FIEMET, P92 B AE ORFlab BEFI A1 S KL [H 5
GfFrE 2R
ORF3ab

ORF7a ORF8 ORF10

ORF6 3'UTR

1 SARS-COV-2 EEALEMER
Fig.1 Structure model of SARS-COV-2 genome

1.2 BBI SARS-COV-2 il /7%

SARS-COV-2 £ 77 1% 76 A W & J& F B3,
A R AR A - SERE 926 PCR R 4L
PUAKTIN | 25 5 1 1 306 A S A AR IR 1 B
A SHERLOCK %' | #% 2020 4F 4 A, Hx 24
st B LRy A T RS IR 19 4, BT
PRI 11 AT R g O & A O R
SEEAR IS BEIT 28 B 45 75 58 (26 6 ) ) FLAE « S 9
Ot PCR A% A 0 BH 1 535 B Jik 81 2800 )57 2 4 b
HENY 9 PCR ) 1232 T SARS-COV-2 B
Db it o 7 R SEE PR B A 0 1) A, RIVERE ARG
DKL PCR 45 5T 22 (1) 4% I ks I 45 AR A I %
I3z T SARS-COV-2 K™ 5 3 PR 4L e A A
JAAK , ARES B, AN A I B s I 0 B K kT
PR A I 7 Ay, 7] B F SARS-COV-2 3 A il
FE U BRI — 32 FH T SARS-COV-2 K% R A%
DU 0 #b FE R I, 7T 555 5% PCR A6 B 4 p il
L, AER COVID-19 #5112 FHEAr ik P5 . =5k
R AR A FE PR R, H i . 56 [ AR 2 WAl

B B2 7 - 1D NOW ™ A 4, B H: AT
£S5 min N 3KFH SARS-COV-2 f A6 45 5, I 3K
37 R E FDA B 5 2l AL 73 512 W 2
Cepheid F1 Qiagen F& T K1 73 F K& W ( molecular
point-of-care ) B ARFF &t T AT FE 1 h A AG I8 ek
T BRI T 5

1.3 WX PCRENFEHRSUEMNEH

HIH COVID-19 fik = 55 5 M ek, 53 AT
JEE S IRARARL, SN I R R IAE L2 . SR B,
SE6 A FER FH LR 9 PCR ARSI B, 0
SARS-CoV-2 BHE B4R 32 B Ay . — & A [] — 4y
FEAC ORFlab Ml N JEH , XUEARE A BEME ; — 27
UCHEHTERFE R A A — > B A5 5 A (ORFlab 8¢
N LD Ry B, AR C R IT B R DU A L, 56
PCR #: SARS-CoV-2 f71E 22 Fhnl i
131 BRERARAMFHEBmELMNLEREZF H
HI,COVID-19 KA SRS 3 Fr  IFIGEAEAS |
THALTEREAS (ZE0E ATHA ) L MV FEAS (4200 1
THRAS) o WFIRGE AR A 53 b WP AR AR (S
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T T 45 ) FR I TE A A (TR R
it Y EE VR SRR VR A ) s IR R bR AR 25 A
Ry ST B 1R (R b R R AR R B,
g N R — I R R T HE A H AT 30% ~ 50% FHPE
TR S, I 8 ARG T IR I i 2 A
PRATEE % it i TR AR A | X AT 8 59 8 1
i T PIGE 5] R R il 5% SRR A O M5
) BRI — s N RS [l A , WA A6 0 2
ANF W RETERR PRI & I, R BUE U S A
RGN 235 5K A B A T B L K 19 Wik X Az ) 2

S A, BT DA AR T B A A R 12 20
SOV TR e A BB B SRE AR AR AR R
A MR FEAS , 25 5 7R FE AR AR ) BH PR A 2R &
Hw TR T A 2R A XS T SARS-CoV-2
FASEI P 1B A% T A0, A A 3k 9% 2% T 56 50 )
SARS-CoV-2 Rl Z5 5L, (At , 57 — i A2 FEAS 3
£ L NN A Y ol | s £ O
132 XANEREFERFEMLERRE  COVID-
19 5& AP 91 A Ja, Ko ik A\ A
COVID-19 R R ksl i35 &5 1) &, 30 B [ 5
FHb I B4 T e A% 1 A T 3R A I A K R A
JERAY)  FIAA RS 19 RAF],
AN T B4 A G 0 3 5] Gy 10 45 SR A7 A2 IX 1, SR o6 T
I 6 AR Gt AT T X R ER , & BRAE R
Rl ORFlab JEP AT N JEPH AYLH & R A 2
Pl HLRA 3 AR50 & o] DRSO ARG ) LR A A
HEHENN, TIRARE I E R 3 6B b
I A B O RE AR 364G 75 — RS %, 45 R R
B , LA A A IR & T 2 25 A5, AR 1k
FRT SRR ZE R R & AR I R R T
SVE BIIYBRCR LI PCR § B84l 4 & i
PRAEIREE AR ARG C &R, o suilsn & Y
PCR N 1 R A7 R AG 55 5 1 22 55 h] R,
R ARG 0 G A e 45 1T LAY SARS-CoV-2 [
K SR AEE 5L R & e S i 0o 5
i 321 25 \PCR 4" 48 25025 Ty 0 3k 351 60 X 8 156 )
i B EE

2 HEFPCRHWRESHH
2.1 #= PCR WHIE

% PCR(digital PCR,dPCR) 25 1 & T 4%
R o F 2 HoR T B, B REUE & e tEiR

SRR, TR RERL TR A DU 5 A7 28 A8 Aar i | % DL
B 5 DNA HH BR300 55 B2 2 4y Fi2 W Gl
BB R, BT PCR AR T 4% 48 52 mp 9%
PCR Bis 174555, HOAS 75 AR b vf il 28, 3 1
ALK B 3 O B AN &4 DNA 0
TRA MR BEAL > T 2 AR 22 40 T+ s 07 B e b | 4
— AR BTGB SR IR ST ) PCR AR &R R E
PCR W AER)E , HFR DNA RS AW 19 | 78
N L DR 5 B RN BT AT S, AR A
TAFA A A AT IE AN, T A5 2 #0 bR 43
F LR
2.2 #H=F PCREH

¥ PCR JRERLK PCR W IR A 1 0 i 51
KA PN N BT AR Y 3 S X 20
PCR HARZMHE, $F PCR UK N TR &
HAR AL IR 3 B AIL 53 TC 20 0k 37 B BT, BEAIG
T S AL D R S T 3
T T ARG ) 58 A RE AN EE A M0 B AR DNA 4> T
SYBEENAS [A] 52 07 B0, PCR R 30 i 351 Fifi =22 43
fic, 3400 T £ PCR 30657 A T 32 P ; 205 PCR
LA R I IO 0 R0 52 PR | 271 52 BF A2 DNA 43
TN, SRR 5 ik, s
FEA KL R A7 AE B R B, 5007 PCR R, 5
A0 BT PCR KR E R ZE AN 2 3L X | R
IR T, AR i BF B S B AR B RTA RS 4
A3 AT LIS 2 H bR s ry g X 5o, SEEEE
B gt

2.3 #F PCR ERSHRNHHIEFA

B PCR BT HIV fi 8 A R #g Al
935 | SRR BE G261 | H AR il 5
B A ZZ R B (A Ffr | I8 5 7 2 40 R B
B LN Strain 212 DLANE MR REAS I RCF
PCR ¥ A4S th HIV 5 & 1 2-LTR (long terminal
repeat, LTR ) J¥ 91 HEAT £ 1), BF 58 35 W10 PCR
AEA RN HIV 95 55 21 766 7 o B2 v i i
Ak R INORS B B B 580 PCR #5520 £ D) b
Sedlak %512 F% 5 PCR FIDE)G PCR 43 % A&
9 BE AN [ B PR R HEA T A, 42 11 20 PCR & XA
SRR T A R A BT . Nicot 26124 i
FHELT PCR F ARG A S I R AR AR, 32 H 4K
¥ PCR 24 P BIRE AR G IF 48 RNA E fE 1Y
ARG T H,
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3 #= PCR MHAT#HEBRFESHN

3.1 % PCR E#HE RS %R0 A5 A
B

PRI BE, S92 % PCR K SARS-COV-2
BT, B 5E & B T COVID-19 B4 1Y
FEAFPZE SRFEB BT R S AR | Ak
ZT R REB R 2 PCR G &5 5%,
Fb AN oy BB E T B2 KN A BEA 2 L B B R
NATHET TR0 B S5 15 D0, RA AT T 8 17 2 il )
FE 807 PCR V& HA R Bt 52 7
5 FEASTT SR B AR AT LA R A I A2 A A B
i ARF Y SR PCR A S N2
BENZ 38 TN SARS-CoV-2 1K 2% 12 AF A% A6 I %) 4 1
R BRI . BRE A 5 AT AR R
F PCR K 87 B e IR 5 75 , LUAR ST 50 PCR £
MEZAEEER AT AT . Suo 2521 BT 77 MR 3R
TG IRFEAS o 46 63 A~ & BRI A 14 4>
B 352 0 e i 28 YA 7 I U 4% 8 Bt IR B RE AR,
ddPCR #1 RT-PCR #A T4 L XT, 45 2R WK 26 i
B RT-PCR HI7 hy B AL AR, ddPCR A i 45 51
SJIBHE 14 AT H23Z2R 7 BN 1 Be 195 AATh SR K6
W B8R, %A A ddPCR AR 7E SARS-
CoV -2 IR Z 2t I AR A mh 52 R RNy e B
P s Yu S5O B 76 4915 e A R 612 9 491 )
323 BIREA AT RO, o 4 {59 RT-PCR J7 ik
R 9 A %) A AR R 41 3] B 35 DRI BH M A RE AR
ddPCR H5E A FHE I 58 DR B0 50 95 B 200

FIREAS  RT-PCR F1 ddPCR 46 1 45 5 A7 458 41 1Y)
— M (0 R XL ER RS BEAE A, ddPCR 3R
PR N5E 3%, Falzone ™ F1 Liu 45 5@ i W 98 %
B ddPCR F1 RT-PCR AL, ddPCR 4 8 & (1) R
R FVER S . B PCR RGN BT 6 7 19 R
S I LA, BRI AR PR 3 R
A RRA A I — 2« —Fh R T80F PCR
WG B R 25 1) 5 | PRt 4 B L ™
&™) IR SR A PR A BR A 7 H Y —Fh
2, R < BT TR FEAZ TR AS I o 208 PCR i
) B R Y ik &
3.2 ETFTH=F PCR £FE#IWE PCR &l
HRE
321 #F PCRAEAZGEL T WEHK
% PCR 5 Z 5 PCR AN Jr 7 AT 78 3 37 52 44
A IR ORFlab AN N FE B, KK &
WA B &2, H AT, K2l SARS-CoV-2 Y%
Y& PCR SR R 22— PCR, 3800 TR i) &2
ZeE, AN ROVAR R TR E RIS RNA NS
FED DA RS D HE R 1 . BT PCRAXHE [ ¢
SR B[R] 2878 By 5 3 3 07 PCR i —
HE T LSBT DNA ST, 4t 1tk
ELW ., BRI DR RS PRI R A7 R R A5 50 R
YR BR A F B IE AT T BT PCR K
3 ek 217 5 R G TR A R R TR R
FeA BRA R 78T PCR /KR N £ PCR, B
51 BRE R TSN 0L 1, H T R R D
W& X ORFlab N FEH E FEH 3 AN A
1532 VR il N

R 1 HF PCR il SARS-CoV-2 IFIZ 514 $R 5t FF 51
Table 1 The sequences of primer and probe detecting SARS-CoV-2 by digital PCR

FeoI 2 5k

VRYIE I HEERBIAE AR A T (5° —3°)

HMBURA D RHCA IRAF (57 —37)

ORF1lab ZEH IE M5 1Y)
ORF1ab & I 11514
ORF1ab 3 F &4l
N ZHIE [5G4
N EEH B 1) 514
N R4
WS L T 51
WS EE R B ) 51 )
WS 5L RE

5’ -TACTTGTGTATGCTGCTGACC-3’
5’ -AAGCACGTAGTGCGTTTATCT-3’
5’ -TGCTATGCACGCTGCTTCTGGTAA-3’

5’ -TTGTGGCCAGTGGAGATAAC-3’
5’ -GTTTGGGCTTCACACCATTC-3’
5’ -AGCTCCGGGTCTTAGGCTATAATCACA-3’

5’ -GACTGGTATGATTTTGTAGAAAACCC-3’
5’ -TCGCATGGCATCACAGAATTG-3’
5’ -CGCCAACTTAGGTGAACGTGTACGC-3’

5’ -GAGGACAAGGCGTTCCAATTA-3’ —
5’ -GTCTGGTAGCTCTTCGGTAGTA-3’ —
5’ -ACACCAATAGCAGTCCAGATGACCA-3’ —

5’ -CTGGCCCTAGTCTCAGAC-3’
5’ -AGGGAAGCTCATCAGTGG-3’
5’ -AGGACGCACTCAGCTCGTGGCC-3’
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3.22 #F PCR REAK 23R A4HF= 3| #pak it

TaqMan 4 2] 72 18 | T SARS-CoV-2 £
MFE 56 PCR X7 £, TagMan 3R B (10457 SV 6 25
PR RE 3G I 1T B A ; TagMan-MGB 8 5F B A7 K
FEXT | Fe 51 R AE R L, TagMan-MGB £ £ 6
MGB ( minor groove binder) F£#15| A TagMan %}
th, B E SR T TagMan R EH X SNP (1 55 51 B
F1PY R MGB HEEF i T R A DR S T
SARS-CoV-2, TagMan-MGB 154155 | Wik 5
Bo " RIRSE LI g i A i, HRERZ M PCR 1)
P HEHCR N TagMan-MGB 541 FE1E, £ # PCR
RV RS 2551 SIRE B A A kI
RRAELERE | T 038 55 G0 A T ) S AT
Sk, Z 8 PCR KA ZR ' TagMan-MGB 514 Al
R AT R 1% 3 8 4f Primer Premier 5.0 I
TM Utility V1.5,

3.3 #= PCR #&illl SARS-CoV-2 I B R fi# ik
&
33.1 KR F &7 40 SARS-COV-2  HF
PCR Hil BOA e e, R 20 R 2 94007 PCR TR
BV AR A T T A A A R A £
N IE B T 92Ot PCR K 5 5, 3% % 8
PCR W) Iz HE) 7 e — 2 IRIME A I3 AR ARG T
A, R B PCR RS A2 56 PCR A AH 45
17720, HLANTE SARS-COV-2 #:il v | Al 1 5 5%
FH#HE PCR )0 BEALE AAEAS 5 1 2k it e e 1Y)
FEACTT AR 5 55 — 252k A PCR &, %
SERMB I |55 B R REAS AT ORI, DA T H)
FE BRI EE SR RIS PCR #1451 ik , 507
PCR ORGHES A 10« P 20387, AT DA R AR D i A
FEE A 0 R AR 1 T
332 I TRAEIEEIAELCRMEML SR
BT PCR B FRAF AN Ty B 05 G e A
Skt O B AR BH A S5 S T N S e = ™
& 1R PR Jo a8 TR O 7™ s R A 0 452 R Ik
B, BT PCRFHX LI E 28 SO K A
PRSI A S 2R, T e R E A
TAEZ —, el A A i AR B R N TR AW
BC IR X 55 i DX 48 Xt 43 5 78 RO XORI A DX it
RN B IR TINRE i 2 — U A e B
R EIRAT s KA FEAS AR Sk 24T 4 A 7K 1Y
JE G S A R I TR A S AR, T TS Yk

A SLIREE R, FH 75% O FEHEVE ST .1 000 mg- L™
AR TR T, LIS BRSR R

4 RE

SR T 5 15 Bl 45 T MR T IR | e A
Ko I E ff M 075 6 1) SARS-CoV-2 H M e 2 %t
PENG B TAE R XHE, HECF PCR R ET
ZHEKM RS, TFENGHE R A | vl ke
o AR, B X iSRG TR YT s T
PCR “F- 54  SARS-CoV-2 i 1 & 1 A Wi ik %
VAT BT 10 9 B R I ) o A 2 A SRR ik %o
DIWH G RE iR 42, g G i s I B e, B
AT AR T 2 507 PCR ] o X 158
rh R 1 W, G T R e AR A P R B A
PR 53 F- AR DN, Ak A B3 26 4 IX v A ) S T K
FESFREAR iR B R R R, 05 PCR
AT S A EE RS v b W R BT T e
R R B RS RT3 i e sk A 4t
PHERZEHAEEZEZ L,

5 £ X
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