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Three Dimensions of Medicine: Medical Activities, Medical
Roles and Medical Institutions

Li Bocong

(Center for Interdisciplinary Engineering Studies, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: Understanding “medicine” from the perspective of semantic analysis and object analysis, we re-

gard medicine as an object with three dimensions. The first dimension is medical activities. The second dimension

is the roles of medicine. The third dimension is medical institutions. This paper briefly analyzes the contents and

internal relations of these three dimensions, especially the relationships among medical theories, medical tech-

niques, and medical treatment. Finally, some particular issues in the battle against COVID-19 are analyzed from

the perspective of medical engineering philosophy, including some reflections on the scientific thinking mode and

the engineering thinking mode.
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