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BIONOMICS OF TETRASTICHUS HAGENOWII PARASITIZING IN THE
OOTHECAE OF PERIPLANETA FULIGINOSA

L1 Jmm NIz WEN-QING
(Department of Parasitology, Zunyi Medical College, Guizhou)

Adults of Tetrastichus hagenowii and Tetrastichodes sp. emerged from the oothe-
cae of Periplaneta fuliginosa collected from four places in Zunyi and the parasitism rates
of the former species were 71.9%, 93.1%. 6.6% and O respectively. The sex ratio of the
wasps emerged from fourteen oothecae was 1:0.4 in favous of the female. The maxim-
um mumber of wasps emerged from a single ootheca was 202. Mating took place almost.
immediately after emergence of the wasps from the oothecae and egg laying soon fallwo-
ed. They were very active during the first 2 to 3 days. '

The wasps began to emerge in early April and the peak of population growth was.
from May to August. The life span of the females was from 3 to 47 days and that of
the males from 2 to 40 days. Development of the immature stages ranged from 29 to
62 days in May and June, but might last for months in the winter. The oviposition pe-
riod was rather long.

Based on our results, we consider this species has potential value in biological con-
trol of the cockroach.
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