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Study on Activities and Influences of The Engineering
Society of China (1901-1941)

Zheng Hongbin, Liu Yinhui

(School of Architecture and Art, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University, Shijiazhuang 050043, China)

Abstract: As the first society of engineers and architects in China sponsored by foreigners, the
Engineering Society of China was founded in 1901 as Shanghai Society of Engineers and Architects, and
renamed as Engineering Society of Shanghai in 1912, and then changed to Engineering Society of China in
1913. It was ended at the end of 1941, which lasted more than forty years. The society was established for
the general advancement of science and practice of Engineering and Architecture in all their branches. All
activities were organized and carried out in order to the goals which were “holding meetings to promote
communication”, “publishing papers to disseminate scholarship”, “visiting sites to broaden horizon”,
“collecting books for reference”, “carrying out monographic studies to solve problems”, “uniting other
societies for common development”, and “establishing scholarships to encourage students”. By introducing
advanced engineering technology to China, it contributed a lot to the modernization of engineering
technology in China.

Keywords: Shanghai Society of Engineers and Architect; The Engineering Society of Shanghai; The
Engineering Society of China; engineering history
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