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Selection of Central Cities of the Sanjiang Plain
Reclamation Area in Heilongjiang Province

LI Xin "?, ZHANG Ping-yu ', LI Jing'

(1. Northeast Institute of Geography and Agroecology, Chinese Academy of Sciences , Changchun, Jilin 130102,China;
2. Unuversity of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: The Sanjiang plain reclamation area of Heilongjiang Province is the largest continuously arable area
and the third-largest interregional commodity grain supply base of China. Recently, with the acceleration of re-
gional industrialization and urbanization, the Sanjiang plain reclamation area faces challenges such as how to
choose and construct regional central cities to build a reasonable urban system and promote the local urbaniza-
tion process. Hence, the article focuses on choosing central cities in the Sanjiang plain reclamation area of Hei-
longjiang Province. The research content includes the following parts. Firstly, this research uses the modified
gravitational model to calculate the spatial linkage capacity of the 24 county-level units (including 20 counties
and 4 reclamation bureaus) to identify the hinterland delimitation of each county-level unit. Secondly, based on
the former result, this article further studies the spatial structure features of each reclamation bureau by measur-
ing the metropolitan fragmentation index. Thirdly, this article suggests that Jiansanjiang, Hulin, Fujin, Youyi
and Mishan etc can be cultivated as potential central cities of each reclamation bureau. Last but not the least, in
order to promote the urbanization process of the Sanjiang plain reclamation area, this research proposes that
the Sanjiang plain reclamation area should improve the comprehensive strength of central cities, strengthen the

cooperation relationship between state farms and local governments, and deepen the local opening-up degree.

Key words: urbanization; central cities; hinterland delimitation; reclamation area; the Sanjiang Plain



