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Suburbanization of the United States and Its Implications
to the Urban Efficient Growth of China

LIU Yan-Yan

( School of Geography and Planning SUN Yai-sen University Guangzhou Guangdong 510275 China)

Abstract: There has been always centralizing and centrifugal forces during the urban spatial development proces—
ses. Suburbanization is a centrifugal process of urbanization that the centre centrifugal diffusion power is over the
centripetal agglomeration. This phenomenon can not only effectively relieve the problems caused by urban expan—
sion such as high population density and traffic congestion but also bring some negative effects like a waste of
land resources the damage of ecological environment the isolation of class differentiation and the recession of
inner city. The United States is one of the most typical countries with suburbanization and has a wealth of experi—
ence in dealing with the problems caused by suburbanization such as how to keep construction and management
in good order and handle the relationship between construction and protection. However because of the different
land ownership and urbanization stages between China and western developed countries the suburbanization phe—
nomenon presents different characteristics. China is in the period of rapid urbanization. Due to the GDP-oriented
during the greatdeapHorward of urban spatial development suburbanization has appeared in some well-developed
cities which cause “Spillover¥cho” problem for example people in new city cannot achieve on-site job

while the central city is too crowded. In this paper the suburbanization in the United States and China are com—
pared in details. And methods of enhancing the efficiency of urban spatial growth are proposed from the perspec—
tive of efficient growth to guide the city development in China. Learning from advanced experiences of the United
States in both effectively making use of suburbanization function and solving the problems caused by suburbaniza—
tion and from the perspective of urban efficient growth it is tried to study how to improve the efficiency of urban
spatial growth and make an effective guidance in growth idea management technique and the coordinating of

the government and the market function of urban development.

Key Words: suburbanization; efficient growth; China; the United States



