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AN ANALYSIS OF THE ANTARCTIC GOVERNING REGIME

Shi Weihua

(Hebei Finance University, Baoding 071051, China)

Abstract

The Antarctic Treaty System ( ATS) was formed on the basis of the Antarctic Treaty. The ATS is the legal re-
gime and institutional basis of Antarctic governance. Under the regulation of the existing Antarctic governing re-
gimes, the Antarctic power structure is kept in balance. Treaty parties place restrictions on each other, and Antarc-
tic states have equal rights in Antarctic affairs. The governing regimes have preserved peace and free scientific re-
search of Antarctica over the last half century. However, with the development of illegal, unreported and unregulat-
ed fishing in the Southern Ocean, the exploitation of Antarctic resources and the delimitation of the continental shelf
by coastal countries, the existing Antarctic governing regimes are facing serious challenges.

Antarctic, Antarctic Treaty System, Antarctic governing regime, challenges
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