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Changes of Water Price in China and Its Regional Characteristics

ZHANG De-zhen, CHEN X# ging

( State Key Laboratory ¢ Estuarine and Coastal Research, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062)

Abstract: With the rapid deterioration of water resource, changes of water price and the relevant issues have received
wide attention in China. This paper reviews the water price change and water policy in China since the founding of P.
R. China. The regional difference in water price is examined in reference to the regional variation in sociely, econe-
my, water resource and environment. Through studying the water price reform since the later 1990s, this paper analy-
ses the present status and future prospect of water price in China. The basic theory for the increase of water price and

the endurance of residents to water price are discussed.

Key words: water price; water resource; water policy



