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Fig.1 Past and present distribution of the Asian clepbant (Elephas maximas) in China. The five
lings give the approximate northern boundary of the distribution at the dates indicated.
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Table 1 Laws and regulations relevant to nature cobservation epacted between 1573 and 7588
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Fig.z Acmimsirative organizations responsible for nature conserva tion in China.
Solid lines show direct jurisdiction over subordinate organrizations, dashed lines indicate
co-ordinate operation,
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Table 2 Number of plant and vertebrate species in China,The number of species
protected relates to 1930¢plants)and 1989 (animals}
g5t | . wEE G SO (%) | RPWH I G
T4 I i
By | ango 16,7 T
HTHy ‘ 200 25,0 33
T | 25000 9.6 198
Fei av2o0 9.8 14B%
Bt ! |
L F-3 430 10,1 124
I 2 11E8 13.2 224
) Ea 29% 5,8 17
() B 208 6.9 7
Hm¥k 2040 | 1.1 15
JEiH 4123 | 14,4 379

* R I EEPA A F, DR, IRAaH.
chrysanthera Huy 7F: 43 1 (Ailwropoda melanolewca Davidy , <4 £2 Y& (Rhinopitkecus
roxellunae Milne-Edwards, , [G6515. (Lipotes vexillifer Miller) , %BY (Nipponia nip-
pon Temminek ) , {7 ( Alligator sinensis Fuuvel ) F1 Wt ¥ 53 ( Acipensor sinensis
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Table 3 Numbers of protected vertebrate species in China from 1959 to 1939. The three
categories of protection are discussed in the text
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{Cvcas taiwaniana Carruh)d ., B (Cupressus gigantea Cheng & I, K, Fu) , #t 7§

(Davidia involucrata Baill) , /RBEE (Ailurus fulgens F,Cuvier) , #TREfR 8 (Trago-

pan temminckii J E Gray) , iHs (Trionyx steinddachneri Siebenrock) ., K (Mega- $
lobatrachus davidianus Blanchard) , JHISf (Myxocyprinus asigticus Bleeker) , BE=2
BEAFEEEFEXNDH, ITHRERABSERBEHKRE, FRIEFERESRREKR
B, mEREE (Psendotsuga gaussenii Flous) , H-{f{Eucommia ulmoides Olive), 513 ( Fe~
lis bengalensis Kerr) , B%¥ (Egrettaglba Linnacus) , XILF W (Platysternon mega-
cephalum Gray) ME&sE (Ranag plancyi Lataste) .
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Fig.3 {(a) Number of protected arcas (nature reserves and sanctuaries) in Chima between 1858
{15t National People’s Congress) and 1937, (b) area {million ha) and (c) percentage of
China occupied by these proterted ereas.
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Mol B3
NATURE CONSERVATION IN CHINA »

ZHU JING
(Insiitute of Zoology, Academio Sinica)

(1) Four phases in the history of naturc conservation in China are recognized; in
the first phase, there was a gradual loss of biotic diversity and reduction in distri-
butional range of many specics; development aceclerated these processes in the second
and third phases, but public awarencse has led to the integration of environmental
concepts in development dJuring the fourth phase,

(2) Eighteen laws were promulgated between 1979 and 19888, but enforcement

remains problematical,

{3) The number of species protected has increaged to 148 plants (by 1980) and
379 vettebrates (by 1939),

(4) By 1987, there were 481 renature reserves, with a total area of ¢,23 x 10%ha,
2.5% of the land area of China,

(5) Urban nature conServation is becoming increasingly important, It has mul-
tiple objectives, relating not only to the preservation or rehabilitation of the carrying
capacity and biological mechanisms of ecosystems, but also to general environmeftal

quality, pollution prevetion, education and public recreation,
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