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Cross-Cultural Transformation of Memory in Museums' International Holocaust Exhibitions
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Abstract: In addition to serving as a repository for cultural memory, museums play a crucial role in
the dissemination and transformation of memory. Since the turn of the century, international Holocaust
exhibitions have excelled at cross-cultural memory transformation. By selecting themes with a spatial and
temporal connection to the holding sites, these exhibitions facilitate the reconfiguration of the cultural
otherness to self-memory; by revealing the goodness and evil of human nature from an ethical and moral
perspective, they reshape storage memory into functional memory; and by employing personal narratives
to construct rational representations and stimulate emotional resonance, they facilitate the conversion of
collective memory into personal memory. International experience demonstrates that museum exhibitions are
more likely to reach people's hearts and have an impact when cultural memory is triple transformed in terms

of subject, object, and method.
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