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Table 1 Statistics on the length of tenure and contribution of directors of Nanjing electric plants between the late Qing and Beiyang(1909—1927)
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Figure 2 Map of the original Nanjing electric plants site(1929, University of Tokyo Library)™!
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On the Quality of Modern Entrepreneurs with a Review of the Crisis
of Nanjing Electricity Industry in the Beiyang Period

Fan Xiaojuan', Nie Fulingl*, Chen Siyu’

1. Institute for the History of Science and Technologylnner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot 010022, China;
2. Beijing Haidian District Youth Activity Management Centre, Beijing 10089, China

Abstract: The period of the Beiyang government served as a critical period for China as the latter transformed from an agricultural
country to an industrial country. Furthermore, it also signified the beginning of China’s electrical industry; however,the latter’s
development was slow owing to the dearth of modern entrepreneurs. Shan Yubin, one of the principals of the Nanjing Ele ctric Light
Factory, solved the problem of an imbalance between supply and demand in the Nanjing electric industry by rectifying the Nanjing
Electric Power System and establishing the Xiaguan Power Station. Consequently, the trust of users and official management were
restored. Although Shan Yubin’s involvement was accidental, the future development of the Nanjing electric industry relies on
modern entrepreneurs such as Shan Yubin. The latter possess electrical knowledge, management experience,coordination and
leadership skills, and the ability to solve practical difficulties. Therefore, modern entrepreneurs are key to resolving the Nanjing
electrical industry crisis.

Keywords: the Beiyang Government; state-owned enterprise; entrepreneur quality; Nanjing Electric Light Factory



