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Social Engineering Based on Embeddedness
——Understanding Scott’s Seeing Like A State

Gao Yunhong, Yin Haijie, Zheng Zhongyu

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: Scott has given best explanations and criticism on how certain schemes to improve the human

condition have been carried out and have failed in 20" century. With extreme faith in science and the rational,

high-modernism-oriented social engineering tends to ignore informal process and practical knowledge. Meanwhile,

informal process and practical knowledge comes to be correction and compensation for the disastrous consequence

of high-modernism-oriented social engineering. Social engineering will succeed only if it is embedded into infor-

mal process and respects practical knowledge and local knowledge. Thus, a reflective dimension is involved in so-

cial engineering.
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