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Fig.1 Major gold deposits distribution in South Tianshan metallogenic belt
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Fig. 2 Geological map of the Muruntau mining area
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Research Progress of the Muruntau Gold Deposit in Uzbekistan

MENG Guang-lu, Wang Bin, LI Bao-giang, CAO Ji-fei, FAN Bao-cheng

(Xi'an Center of China Geological Survey, Xi'an 710054, China)

Abstract: The South Tianshan in central Asia is one of the world's major gold metallogenic belts, where
distributes a series of large-ultra-large gold deposits, such as the Muruntau deposit in Uzbekistan, the
Kumtor deposit in Kyrgyzstan, the Jilau deposit in Tajikistan and the Sawayaerdun deposit in Xinjiang,
China. The Muruntau gold deposit in Uzbekistan, the largest gold deposit in Asia, is selected as the re-
search object in this paper. On the base of collecting the previous research data and achievements, the dis-
covery history, output environment, geological characteristics and prospecting theory methods of the Mu-
runtau gold deposit have been summarized. It is believed that the fault intersections and concealed rock-
mass are the favorable positions for prospecting the Muruntau-type deposit. The prospecting examples of
Muruntau deposit proved that the regional geochemical exploration method is the effective exploration
method for finding the Muruntau-type deposit. The aim of this paper is to provide the meaningful informa-
tion for prospecting the Muruntau-type deposit in the South Tianshan, China.

Key words: South Tianshan; Uzbekistan; Muruntau gold deposit; exploration method



