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Technological Innovation of the Mongolian Bowed Stringed
Instrument YeKele

Liu Tingkun', Hu Ajing®, Yi Degang®™

(1. Marxism College, Inner Mongolia University of Technology, Hohhot 010051, China;

2. Hohhot Vacation College, Hohhot 010050, China;
3. College of Humanities, Donghua University, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: YeKele is one of the oldest traditional bow-string instruments of Mongolian culture, which is

nearly endangered because of its long history and small spread. Based on the field investigation of the

manufacturing technology of YeKele in Chifeng, Inner Mongolia, this study describes the entire process of raw

material selection, drawing design, processing tools, and manufacturing process. Based on previous literature and

interviews, this paper analyzes the reform of YeKele’s production process under the joint action of luthiers and

concert performers, and holds that the luthier laid a new material foundation for YeKele’s contemporary

inheritance and development.
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