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From “Creating” to “Doing”: The Evolution and Justification of the
Ontological Category of Philosophy of Engineering

Zhang Yunlong

School of Marxism, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710129, China

Abstract: As an ontological category, “creating” determines the research object, content, paradigm, and essential characteristics
different from traditional philosophy, and opens a new philosophical continent: engineering philosophy. However, an urgent task for
the flourishing engineering philosophy is to consolidate the metaphysical foundation of engineering philosophy and respond to the
challenge of social engineering. The word “doing”, which originates from the common speech of linguistic philosophy, not only is
theoretically based on linguistic philosophy but can also bridge the gap between creating and social engineering. It helps expand and
disseminate philosophy of engineering, so it has the same rationality as the ontological category of the philosophy of engineering.

Keywords: philosophy of engineering; ontological category; creating; doing
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