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Table 1 Background information of participants moving on Sichuan-Tibet Highway
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Fig.1 The mobility experience in road travel
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Mediation, Body and Emotion: Mobility Experiences in
Road Travel on Sichuan-Tibet Highway

Wang Xueji', Sun Jiuxia', Huang Xiubo

(1. School of Tourism Management/Center for Tourism, Leisure and Social Development, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275,
Guangdong, China; 2. School of Geography and Tourism, Guangdong University of Finance & Economics, Guangzhou 510320,
Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Under the new mobility paradigm, the mobility experience attached with traffic is no longer only a
channel for tourists to arrive at their destinations, but instead becomes a unique experience deeply embedded
in the geospatial space of tourism channels. The tourist experience is no longer bounded by relatively static des-
tination space. The study is based on the perspective of mobility, focusing on road travel and mobility experi-
ence on the Sichuan-Tibet Highway. Interviews and observations were conducted to collect data when the re-
searchers and the participants were moving together in order to explore the diverse experience of travelers in
the mobility process within road space. The study finds that the mobility experience constitutes the core of the
travel experience of the Sichuan-Tibet Highway travelers, which involves the integration and interaction of
mediations, body and emotions. First, material mediations such as bicycles and motorcycles shape the interme-
diation experience of road travelers. Mediations not only result in 'connections' but also 'disconnections', which
in turn affects the physical experience of travelers when they interact with the place. Secondly, the mobility
process shapes the traveler's physical experience ranging from the visual to the multi-sensory, which is a com-
bination of the negative experience such as the feeling of danger and pain and the positive experience such as
excitement and flowing of body and mind. Finally, the intermediary and the body experience form a projection
of emotion, and the transition of the mobility state leads to the various emotional experience, also the environ-

ment of road space has an impact on the emotional experience of the travelers.

Key words: mobility; travel experience; road travel; Sichuan-Tibet Highway



