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I R FRA AR 4S5 m!, p T AR REE, s S TR
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1, RO RIS . IR AN AE (1) Il AR B A e AR
(RFAET, SN Fe R IR B T IR BELRE ATy, s | R, 21805, X
LA AN 2 B I ) AR TR AL s, AR s A A s 7 i
ARG AR T, S50 B 2 o R Y st A = BRI H L R R ARRE
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Fig.1 The commonly found body structures of beetles in archaeological remains

4.4 HEFITS5HEIE

H R P 2 e/ MIMA%E (minimum number of individuals, MNI). fiz/M>
PRBURA e — MR ASREE PAETE L/ D AR A, XFE—E R IR FREAR R, %
JrdE A S L R AR B R A SR B VAR R b, AEE— AT R
P, BIE— 28R B S . B A ZE . AT A T RESE B USSR A A, EAESEBR
G R — AR, BERL, BRAMOREA FREMS SO Indr AR i B 0 BREEREA,
R RAEIRAS (BIAR BhREE | RERERRRE . Bl AR LA AL B RS ), (i Bl
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Archaeological beetles and their significance

KANG Yuxiao', LI Tao"?
1. School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430000
2. Archaeological Institute for Yangtze Civilization, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430000

Abstract Beetles, a collective term for Coleoptera, are important for archaeological research
because their specific species and community assemblages are effective indicators of habitat
characteristics. Since the 1930s, European scholars have made great achievements in the fields of
paleoclimate, paleoenvironment, zoogeography, and archaeology through the systematic study of
beetle remains. The aim of this paper is to discuss the role and importance of beetle remains in
archaeological research. Firstly, the article introduces the characteristics of beetles and their
research methods. Secondly, it compiles the applications and research progress of beetle remains in
foreign archaeological research, and emphasizes their value in reconstructing the paleoclimate,
recovering the interaction between human activities and the environment, as well as the living
conditions.

Keywords insects; beetles; archaeology; paleoenvironment
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