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Abstract: In this paper, we summarize existing research on marine management in China, including the legal man-
agement of islands, island development and utilization frameworks, and the systems for protecting and managing
island ecosystems. There are currently a range of problems and environmental constraints, including imperfect laws
and regulations, inadequate relocation plans and strategies for island residents, poor systems for managing individ-
ual franchises on uninhabited islands, and lack of law enforcement for the protection and management of island
ecosystems. To solve these problems, based on the latest trends in marine management, we make suggestions and
propose measures for optimizing the island management systems in China, including improvements in island legal
systems and policies regarding the migration of islanders and innovative economic mechanisms and supervisory
processes. The great military, ecological, economic, and scientific value of islands makes the study of island man-
agement systems critical and recognition of their multi-faceted value provides impetus for the sustainable develop-

ment of China’s islands.
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