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Overview on Studies of M edievalW amm Period n China

GAO JianHuj LU Jian WANG SuM n

(Key Laboratory of Lake Sedim entation and Environment Chinese Acadeymy of Sciences Nanjing, Jiangsu 210008)

Abstract TheM edieval W am Perbd (MW P) is one of hemost mportant clmate events happened n the last
twom illennia The research woik has been carried outmanly by ushng varbus pwoxy records to reconstuct clr
mate Now the high-resolition proxy records that can reveal environment change are ice corg tree-rng historical
documents lake sedinent and stalagm it etc W ith the development of proxy data many achievements have
been obtained on the MW P clinate reconstructon. However same questions such as whether the MWP is a
global phenanenon what are the tenperature ananalies and the clm atic characteristts n he MW P, what are
the causes of he MW P, and so on stillhave som e arguments because of the regbnal restriction of the recon-
structed datasets different sensitivities of poxies to ¢linate change and d ifferent ¢l atic and environm ental sig-
nificances Moreover there are errors n datng of reconstruction In China based on he results of analyzing re-
constructbn data we find the op nions of researchers on "is here MW P in ching " are not consistent And on
the question of the changes of tanperature in the MW P, we find the proxy records n the eastem Chnam ainly are
historical documents while the proxy records n thewestern Chnamainly are ice corg tree-ring etc, because
of the absence ofrecors on historical clinate records in the westem China M ost researchers agree that here are
distinct d ifferences of temperature change beween the eastern and western China The most inportance is that
there was a distnctwam perbd n the eastern Chna durng 900— 1300AD, and thewam record in the western
China was notobvious n sane episode For the future 1 owder to fully understand the characteristic of theMW P
clin ate fam viewpoint of dynan ics we should strengthen the research on accunu lation and raton of h gh-reso -
ton proxy records integration of various proxy recors and reconstruction sequences and cam parison study be-

ween paleoclmate smulation and reconstmucted resu lis

Key words MedievalW am Perbd climatg reconstuction; proxy data



