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Abstract: China's rapid urbanization is characterized by rural-to-urban migration that was mainly driven by
economic opportunities in the past several decades. With the increase of income, however, the factors that
influence migration are expected to change from what they were in the past. In recent years, increasingly more
migrants chose to change where they live for the pursuit of amenity, which is termed amenity migration, amenity-
led migration, or amenity-driven migration. Against this background, it is necessary to follow the concept and
theories of amenity migration in international literature for understanding China's migration transition and its
interaction with urban-rural development transformation. This article provided a comprehensive review of the
progress of international research on amenity migration. It is found that the concept of amenity emphasizes a
place- specific or location- specific feature. Different places have their own unique amenity, with significant
differences between urban and rural areas. Amenity can be divided into natural amenity, service amenity, and
social amenity. Natural amenity refers to the natural environment that makes people comfortable. Service
amenity depends on various human- made facilities. Social amenity dictates a pleasant social and cultural
atmosphere. Numerous empirical studies have explored the impact of amenity on migration based on the
equilibrium model and found different effects of different categories of amenity, but the research on the
mechanism of influence and heterogeneity is still weak. Amenity migration is defined as a kind of migration
behavior mainly driven by amenity factors, which profoundly affects the urban- rural development
transformation. Amenity migration of talents generates positive urban innovation and growth effects, and
amenity migration of the urban middle class causes rural gentrification. Finally, this article discussed directions
of the theoretical and empirical research of amenity migration and its inspiration for China's urban- rural
development transformation. This article contributes to extending the international view of research on China's
internal migration and to better targeting and interpreting the future changes and mechanisms of migration
patterns.
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