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[Abstract] Dementia is a collection of syndromes characterized by chronic and progressive cognitive decline,
behavioral and psychological disturbances, and daily-life activity impairment, which mostly affects the elderly. It is caused
by a variety of primary neurodegenerative disorders or secondary injuries to the central nervous system, among which
Alzheimer disease accounts for 60%~70% of cases. The complicated etiology and pathogenesis of dementia make it
incurable, resulting in disability and dependency among demented patients and long—term health care burden for their
families. With the growing tendency of population aging all around the world, the incidence of dementia is rising year by
year, along with the medical cost of dementia management, which has become a public health and social problem attracting
urgent attention. Confronted with the lack of disease awareness among the public, the stigma attached to demented
patients, the predicament of care and rehabilitation, the financial burden of dementia management, and the shortage of
social support for dementia, it is essential to develop dementia—friendly communities to provide professional management,

quality services, humanistic care and livable environment for demented patients and their caregivers. The Guangdong—
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Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area has built a solid foundation for collaboration in medical and social services for

dementia, potentially serving as a pioneer in the establishment of dementia—friendly communities. Therefore, based on the

national recognition and international guidelines of dementia care, the article of expert consensus expatiates on the areas

for actions, measures of promotion, and the process of recognition and evaluation of building dementia—friendly

communities in the Greater Bay Area, providing the practice standard for developing a dementia—friendly society in China.

[Key words] Dementia Diagnosis and treatment Rehabilitation Patient care Public health service Dementia—

friendly community Expert consensus
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