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Antique Imitation and Innovation: An Observation of Official Xuande
Ware Imitation in Ming and Qing Dynasties

HUANG Wei
(Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute, Jingdezhen 333403, Jiangxi, China)

Abstract ; Official Xuande ware with its unsurpassable height of craftsmanship in Chinese ceramic history had profound influence on the
production of porcelain in later periods. As a result, official Xuande ware imitation prevailed in the ceramic industry during Ming and Qing
Dynasties. This paper classifies this prevalent practice of imitation into three levels: imitation by fully copying the original, imitation by
copying the original style for homage to the old masters, and imitation with creative changes to part of the original. The observation of the
phenomenon at these levels is expected to clarify the role of Xuande ware in ceramic industry in Ming and Qing Dynasties and reveal the
relation between antique imitation and innovation.
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Fig.1 Blue and white bowl with dragons, official imitation
Xuande ware, Chenghua Period, Ming Dynasty, Percival
David Foundation (UK)

B2 PAEESEARYR(RILNEEMRER)
Fig.2 Bowl with dragons and clouds, Xuande Period, Ming
Dynasty, the National Palace Museum (Taipei)

E3 BSARBEEMEEE LA (HAERLSIERR)
Fig.3 Blue and white bowl with dragons, official imitation
Xuande ware, Hongzhi Period, Ming Dynasty, the Hamao

Umezawa Memorial Museum (Japan)
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E4 EREESELYBACREEEMRER )
Fig.4 Blue and white bowl with dragons, official ware,
Zhengde Period, Ming Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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HE TR )
Fig.5 Stem cups with dragons and clouds, official Xuande ware
and imitation Xuande ware (Jiajing Period, Qing Dynasty), the
Palace Museum (Beijing)
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Fig.6 Bowl with ladies in courtyard, official ware, Wanli
Period, Ming Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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Fig.7 Blue and white bowl, commercial imitation Xuande ware,
Jiajing Period, Ming Dynasty (1542), the Museum of Ceramics in
Caldas da Rainha (Portugal)
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Fig.8 Imitation Xuande reign marks on commercial wares, unearthed from Shibagiao, Jingdezhen (2008)
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E9 HREBAEESHERMTXELSR LRSS EYRE R
Fig.9 Blue and white bowl with ladies in courtyard, imitation Xuande
ware, Kangxi Period, Qing Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)

E10 HEEEAIMEETItREEYRER)
Fig.10 Ruby red monk’s cap-shaped ewer, Xuande Period, Ming
Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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Fig.11 Copper red vase with tape holes, Kangxi Period, Qing
Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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B 12 FEEHEE=REBALRREEYRER)
Fig.12 Bowl with three fruits, imitation Xuande ware, Yongzheng
Period, Qing Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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Fig.13 Bowl with three underglaze red fruits and bean green
leaves, imitation Xuande ware, Yongzheng Period, Qing
Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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Fig.14 Covered jar with fruit and floral sprays and the detail
of the design, imitation Xuande ware, Yongzheng Period, Qing
Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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E15 FEESENAFZANEMR L& S EYbRm)
Fig.15 Blue and white square vase with flattened angles and
handles, Yongzheng Period, Qing Dynasty, the Palace Museum

(Beijing)

El16 BEESHENAEZEANERALREEHMIRER)

Fig.16 Blue and white square vase with flattened angles and

handles, Xuande Period, Ming Dynasty, the Palace Museum
(Beijing)
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E17 HEEEESEHELEREEMRER)
Fig.17 Blue and white ewer, official ware, Xuede Period,
Ming Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)

E18 BHEAEESEHEL RS YR M)
Fig.18 Blue and white ewer, imitation Xuande ware, Qianlong
Period, Qing Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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Fig.19 Blue and white vase with dragons and clouds,
Qianlong Period, Qing Dynasty, the Palace Museum (Beijing)
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Fig.20 Blue and white bowl, Xuede Period, Ming
Dynasty, the National Palace Museum (Taipei)

E21 18t FREREMEES LGB
(REEBRFEUH T 20074)
Fig.21 Blue and white bowl, commercial imitation Xuande
ware, Qing Dynasty (18th Century), unearthed from
Daijianong, Jingdezhen (2007)
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