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Abstract: Uncariae Ramulus Cum Uncis (URCU) is a typical multi-source traditional Chinese medicine, and its
quality evaluation is an important step to ensure its clinical efficacy and safety. We systematically analyze the current situa-
tion of quality standards and processing specifications of URCU domestically and internationally, and review the research
progress in quality control technology of URCU in recent years. This study seeks to establish evidence-based strategies
for enhancing the quality standards of URCU and advancing quality control technology for multi-source traditional Chinese
medicines. At present, the identification of the authenticity of URCU to verify botanical origin is primarily conducted
through three approaches: macroscopic characteristics, microscopy, and thin-layer chromatography. The impurities and
active ingredients are controlled through the determination of moisture content, ash content, extractives. The basic pro-

cessing steps for URCU decoction pieces in various provinces and cities include cleaning, cutting, and drying, and the
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quality control indicators of the decoction pieces are basically the same as those of raw medicinal materials. The problems

that urgently need to be solved in the quality control of URCU are quality variations among multiple sources and the lack

of standardized content determination methods. In the future, the development of URCR quality standards will focus on

controlling its quality consistency and safety, with emphasis on precise identification of origins, validation of clinical effica-

cy across different multi-source medicinal materials, development of multi-component quantitative analysis methods,

and improvement of safety indicators.

Key words: Uncariae Ramulus Cum Uncis; multi-source traditional Chinese medicine; quality standards; quality

control technology
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Table 1 The specifications for Uncariae Ramulus Cum Uncis in different editions of the Chinese Pharmacopoeia
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Table 2 The quality standards for Uncariae Ramulus Cum Uncis in different regions and Taiwan region of China
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Table 3 Standards for Uncariae Ramulus Cum Uncis in the processing specifications of decoction pieces in various regions
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