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Recent Advances and Application Prospects in Keratinases
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Abstract : Keratinase is kind of specific enzyme that can degrade keratin. It derives from a wealth of sources. A variety of
microorganisms can produce keratinase in the process of feather degradation. Keratinases from different strains are different in
structure, physical and chemical properties, activity and also substrate. Keratinase has broad application prospects in feed
industry, leather industry, and environmental waste disposal, etc., which bring enormous social and economic benefits. This
paper summarizes research progress on keratinase in physicochemical properties, enzymatic mechanisms, sources and
classification, as well as genetic engineering, introduces the status of keratinase application and finally proposes the application

prospects.
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